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Microsoft inks $52.2 million deal for data
center in Elk Grove Technology Park
Daily Herald Article from January 22, 2020.
By Christopher Placek (cplacek@dailyherald.com)
One of the biggest names in technology is one of two firms planning to open data
centers in the Elk Grove Technology Park, village officials confirmed Wednesday.
Redmond, Washington-based Microsoft Corp. recently closed on a $52.2 million
purchase of more than 36 acres in the 85-acre tech park site, according to real estate
transfer documents released under the Freedom of Information Act.
That deal was coupled with Atlanta-based T5 Data Centers’ $29 million purchase
of a 164,000-square-foot data center shell that’s already been constructed at the
park, documents show.
The properties are being sold by Brennan Investment Group, the Rosemont-based
developer that’s already completed four industrial buildings since breaking ground
on the massive $1 billion development in 2018.
Elk Grove Village officials for months have hinted that a big announcement was to
come about data centers at the sprawling property, which includes the former Busse
family farm and is roughly bounded by Higgins Road, Lively Boulevard, Oakton
Street and Stanley Street. Brennan also said it was putting a special emphasis on
luring data centers.
In anticipation of the planned development, ComEd last October broke ground on
a new substation just blocks away.
The utility company is considering installing another substation in the southeast
corner of the tech park to handle extra capacity, said Mayor Craig Johnson.
As part of the deals that closed last week, Microsoft paid $1,000 for that three-acre
parcel, once home to an Elk Grove fire station. The village previously sold the site
to Brennan.
									Continued on page 3.

Town Hall Meeting
A Town Hall meeting will take place at Village Hall (901 Wellington Avenue) in
Council Chambers on Wednesday, February 26, 2020.
Wednesday, February 26, 7:00 p.m.
Council Chambers, 901 Wellington Avenue
The Mayor and Village Board will take and answer questions on issues raised by the
unknown circulators of mailings and robocalls.

Message from the Board
Just over a month in to the new year, 2020 has already
been incredibly successful for Elk Grove Village. T5
Data Centers, a leading provider of mission-critical
development, facilities management and construction
services has purchased a 164,000 square foot facility in
the heart of the new Elk Grove Technology Park. T5
Data Centers will make a significant investment here is
another major step toward establishing Elk Grove Village
as the region’s center for high tech business development,
job growth and innovation. Additional information about
the Technology Park can be found on page 1.
We are also honored to announce that the James Paul
Petri Public Works Facility and new fleet service garage Pictured in front row from left to right are Trustee Nancy
have been recognized as “Project of the Year” by Czarnik, Mayor Craig Johnson, and Trustee Christine
Chicago Suburban Branch of the American Public Works Prochno. Pictured in the second row from left to right
Association. Delivering exceptional services in an efficient are Trustee Jeffrey Franke, Trustee Stephen Schmidt,
and cost-effective way to our residents and businesses Trustee Samuel Lissner, and Trustee Patton Feichter.
is job number one for the Village. For additional details
As spring approaches, we are preparing for our new
about the award, please see page 6.
water meter replacement program. The Village of
VFW Post 9284 also had an exciting start to the new year. Elk Grove will soon begin the process of installing
The new elevator at the VFW Hall in Elk Grove located at new water meters in all residential, industrial and
400 E. Devon Ave is open and fully operational. Information commercial buildings. Information about the water
about the ribbon cutting can be found on page 6.
meter program can be found on page 8.
Looking into the summer of 2020, we are very pleased With the spring time comes spring cleaning! If you
to announce the lineup for our biggest annual event, the notice some non-working lights or have strands
12th annual “Unity Within the Community” Mid-Summer that are no longer usable, consider disposing them
Classics Concert Series! This year’s lineup includes many through the Village’s Holiday Light Recycling
great bands and a special Independence Day Concert at Program offered now through April 30, 2020.
Rotary Green. Check out the complete lineup on page 7! Holiday string lights and extension cords can be
As we await our summer activities, don’t miss out on the dropped off at the Community Development
many other wonderful events held here in the Village. Counter.
The Community Character of Coalition’s Carnival Now through March 5, Elk Grove Village Police
of Exceptional Character is taking place on Saturday, Department is accepting applications for the
February 29. This fabulous family event includes free position of Police Officer. All applications must be
food, free games and tons of family fun! You can find submitted online through applytoserve.com.
more information on page 3.
Residents are always invited to share thoughts,
This year, the Elk Grove Youth Committee, in partnership concerns, or questions by clicking “Contact Us” on
with the Village of Elk Grove and the Elk Grove Parks the Village website (www.elkgrove.org).
Foundation, will be issuing seven $1,000 scholarships. See
page 8 for more details and to learn how to apply.
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Microsoft inks $52.2 million deal for data center in Elk Grove
Technology Park Cont.
By Christopher Placek (cplacek@dailyherald.com)
Continued from page 1.
Already, Elk Grove is home to about a dozen data centers -- one of the largest concentrations in the country.
“We’ve been aware of this type of use coming for some time, and so was ComEd,” Johnson said. “It’s great for
these companies coming to Elk Grove because it’s a perfect location for them.”
Brennan and Microsoft officials didn’t respond to requests for comment about the extent of their building
plans, which would take up much of the remaining developable space in the tech park. It’s also unknown how
many jobs would be created.
Already, though, the land purchases have meant about $365,000 combined for local, state and county coffers
as a result of the property transfers. Johnson said the village would stand to benefit “very well” with taxes and
fees on electricity and water the businesses are sure to use.
Of the four buildings that have been constructed on the west side of the park, T5 will occupy the one facing
Oakton Street.
In a news release, company officials pointed to low-cost power, robust network infrastructure, and support
from village officials that made their new building an ideal location to serve enterprise and hyperscale cloud
computing companies. They also credited a state data center tax incentive approved in a $45 billion capital bill
last year.
The company already operates three data centers in the Chicago area.
The land deals revealed this week follow a leasing agreement Brennan inked last summer with BroetjeAutomation, a German aerospace manufacturing firm. The manufacturer plans to occupy 43,200 square feet
of the building just north of T5.
Plans were also announced last summer for a 4-story, 85-room hotel in the northwest corner of the site that’s
envisioned as a venue for business clients, vendors and visitors.

Carnival of Exceptional Character
The Community Character Coalition of Elk Grove (CCC) is holding its third
annual Carnival of Exceptional Character on February 29, 2020. This popular
event is free to attend and includes free food, free games, prizes, and fun for
the whole family!
Saturday, February 29, 5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Elk Grove Park District Pavilion, 1000 Wellington Ave.
As families travel through booths with carnival-style games and activities, they will learn about the wonderful
community service groups that help make Elk Grove Village an exceptional community with exceptional
character!
Free games and prizes include: Ring Toss, Bozo Buckets, Bounce House, Strike-A-Light, Bocce Ball, Dog Tags &
more! Free food will be served while supplies last.
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Village Special Events Contracts
FICTION: Rocco Vino’s has received contracts from the Village due to business relationships with and campaign
contributions to Village elected officials.
FACT: Rocco Vino’s does not have any contracts with the Village, nor do they receive any payments from the Village
as part of their food service at the Mid-Summer Classics Concert Series.
When the Village began the concert series over ten years ago as a community event with small-scale entertainment,
Rocco Vinos was the only vendor willing to service the event and sell food at family-friendly prices. Rocco Vinos has
continued to act as a food vendor at the concert series.

FICTION: EMG has made millions of dollars in profits through Village contracts for the management and
operation of Village concerts.
FACT: The Village has entered into professional services contracts with EMG for the management and operation of
concerts at Village events. These contracts with EMG include payments for the bands, stage rental and setup, sound
equipment transportation, and incidentals, in addition to payment for EMG’s services.

Village Insurance Contracts
FICTION: Arthur J. Gallagher & Co. (Gallagher Insurance) has received insurance contracts from the Village in
exchange for the purchase of personal insurance by a Gallagher Insurance employee from Johnson Insurance, which is
owned by Mayor Craig Johnson.
FACT: The Village’s primary insurance contracts are awarded based on decisions of local government cooperatives, of
which the Village is a member in order to reduce costs for these services.
For health insurance, Elk Grove Village is a member of the Intergovernmental Personnel Benefit Cooperative (IPBC),
a public entity risk pool consisting of over 135 public entities in Illinois. For liability insurance, Elk Grove Village is
a member of the Suburban Liability Insurance Pool (SLIP), another multi-municipality intergovernmental insurance
cooperative. Both IPBC and SLIP have contracted with Arthur J. Gallagher & Co. to administer these insurance
programs.
The Village also has a longstanding relationship of over 30 years with Arthur J. Gallagher & Co. for professional
services related to administering workers compensation liability insurance.
A representative from Gallagher Insurance contacted the Village to verify James McInernery, Area Senior Vice President
of Gallagher Insurance is not currently, nor has he ever been insured by Johnson Insurance. The representative further
indicated that James McInernery has never engaged in any personal or business dealings with Johnson Insurance.

FICTION: Johnson Insurance, owned by Mayor Craig Johnson, provides insurance for Village events.
FACT: Johnson Insurance does not provide any insurance to the Village for special events, or for any other purpose.
The Village has no contracts with and does not engage in any business dealings with Johnson Insurance.
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Construction Contract Awards
FICTION: Construction contracts are awarded based on relationships with Village officials.
FACT: Village construction contracts for projects of $25,000 or more are awarded to the lowest responsible bidder
through a sealed bid process, as required by State law. Construction project bids are publicly advertised in the local
newspaper and on the Village’s website. Sealed bids are accepted until the bid-opening deadline, at which time, each
sealed bid is opened during a public bid opening that is normally attended by contractors, union representatives
and Village personnel. During the bid opening, total bid amounts are read aloud for each person in attendance. Bid
tabulations for all Village construction projects since 2015 are available for review at elkgrove.org/bids.

Elk Grove Village Cares Program
FICTION: Elk Grove will spend $500,000 of Village taxpayer money on treatment
for addiction for out of town residents through the Elk Grove Village Cares (EGV
Cares) program.
FACT: Elk Grove Village has made a commitment to address the disease of
addiction in our community, and we stand by that commitment. Addressing this type of public health issue is not
something that can be done just in one community—opioid addiction is a national public health crisis and there are
grant funding opportunities available to support programs like EGV Cares.
The Village has so far received two grants from the State of Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority totaling
$78,584 to support treatment for individuals through the EGV Cares program. The Village also recieved a $1.16
million dollar multi-year federal grant to support regional education and opioid overdose prevention.
FICTION: The EGV Cares Program was recently expanded to include treatment for individuals who are not residents,
and as a result, individuals from across the U.S. will be flooding the Village to take advantage of the program.
FACT: The EGV Cares Program is now over 18 months old, and has been open to any individual seeking treatment,
without discrimination, since its inception. In that time, there have been 49 referrals to treatment through the program.
The majority of these referrals have been for Village residents, and the remaining individuals have been from nearby
communities—primarily in the Chicago metropolitan area, and all but one living less than 25 miles from Elk Grove.

Makers Wanted Bahamas Bowl Sponsorship Results
FICTION: The Village of Elk Grove has misrepresented the role of the sponsorship in prompting Love’s, a national
travel stop network, to open a new location in the community.
FACT: Chad Bruner is the real estate project manager for Love’s, was in attendance at the Village Board Meeting on
August 13, 2019, and personally spoke about how he was watching the 2018 Makers Wanted Bahamas Bowl, and the
Village’s unique sponsorship prompted him to consider Elk Grove Village as a future location for a new type of Love’s
Travel Stop.
Bruner is quoted in the press release that announced the proposed 7,600 square-foot store and fueling station at
the intersection of Pratt and Busse, which would generate millions of dollars in sales tax revenue for the Village
in just a few years. The Village Board Meeting recording from 8-19-19 can be found online at egtv.viebit.com.
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New Public Works Facilities earn National Recognition
Elk Grove Village’s two new and renovated public works facilities have earned “Project of the Year” recognition
from the Chicago Suburban Branch of the American Public Works Association (APWA), the leading international
organization serving public works professionals.
Recipients of the award include Elk Grove Village, HR Green, who provided project oversight and inspection
services, construction management firm Nicholas & Associates, and the architectural firm ARCON Associates.
James Paul Petri Public Works Facility and the public works fleet garage won the award in the category of
“Project of the Year” for structures budgeted between $25 and $75 million from the APWA Chicago Suburban
Branch. The projects collectively were completed on time and under budget.
These two facilities are just part of the improvements made under Elk Grove 2025, a long-range $135 million
capital plain aimed at enhancing Village infrastructure and facilities. Components of Elk Grove 2025 include
facilities construction, road reconstruction and resurfacing, streetscaping enhancements, street lighting, drainage
projects, and bicycle and pedestrian improvements.

James Paul Petri Public Works Facility: 450 E. Devon Avenue

Biesterfield Public Works Facility: 1635 Biesterfield Road

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony Held for Elk Grove VFW Hall Elevator
On Saturday, January 11, VFW Post 9284 held a ribbon cutting
ceremony for the new elevator at the VFW Hall in Elk Grove located
at 400 E. Devon Avenue. Prior to this project, the VFW Hall had no
ground floor entry and the only point of entrance into the VFW Hall
was by staircase.
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The installation of this elevator is the culmination of community
efforts to support our veterans by making the VFW Hall, our Veteran’s
home away from home, truly accessible, for veterans and guests.

“Unity within the Community”

2020 Mid-Summer Classics Concert Series
Daughtry

Sat, July 4 at 8:00pm
Alternative music superstar Chris Daughtry
sold 30 million albums and singles combined.
Hits include, “Home”, “It’s Not Over”, “Over
You”, “No Surprise”, “What About Now”.
Lions Club Fourth of July Fireworks will follow the concert.

KC & The Sunshine Band
Tues, July 14 at 7:30pm

KC and the Sunshine Band sold in excess of 100
million records…”Get Down Tonight”, “I’m Your
Boogie Man”, “That’s The Way (I Like It)”, “Shake
Your Booty”, “Keep It Comin’ Love”.

Bret Michaels

Tues, July 21 at 7:30pm
As vocalist of Poison and as a solo artist, Bret sold
over 40 million records worldwide including six
Top 10 singles and the number-one rock anthem
single, “Every Rose Has Its Thorn”.

The Beach Boys

Tues, July 28 at 7:30pm
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame Inductees, “Surfin’
USA,” “Surfer Girl,” “Fun, Fun, Fun,” “I Get
Around,” “California Girls,” “Help Me Rhonda,”
“Barbara Ann,” “Good Vibrations,” “Wouldn’t It
Be Nice,” ,“Kokomo”.

July 4 at Rotary Green, 164 Lions Dr, east of Lions Park
July 14, 21 & 28 on the Village Green, 901 Wellington Ave
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2020 Presidential Primary Election Information
Elk Grove Village Early Voting dates and hours for the March 17, 2020 Primary Election are as follows:
Mon-Sat

March 2-7

9 am - 5 pm

Sunday

March 8

10 am - 4 pm

Mon-Fri

March 9-13

9 am - 7 pm

Saturday

March 14

9 am - 5 pm

Sunday

March 15

10 am - 4 pm

Residents of Cook County can check on voter information and register to vote online by visiting the Cook
County website at www.cookcountyclerk.com.
Please contact the Village Clerk’s Office with any questions about the upcoming election at 847-357-4040.

Water Meter Replacement Update
Beginning in February the Village’s contractor, Siemens, will begin mailing
postcards to Village residents to notify them that they can now schedule a time to
complete their water meter upgrade.
The water meter upgrades will be completed throughout the Village in a series of zones. The residential portion of
the Village’s water meter upgrade project is expected to be completed by June 2020.
Please visit us online for updates during the project and to learn more at elkgrove.org/watermeter or call (866) 9312199 if you have additional questions.
Thank you for your cooperation and assistance. The Village of Elk Grove appreciates your accommodation in
bringing new technology and enhanced service to our residents and businesses.

Elk Grove Youth Committee Scholarships
The Elk Grove Youth Committee, in partnership with the Village of Elk Grove and the Elk Grove Parks
Foundation, will be issuing seven (7) $1,000 scholarship awards; five (5) by Elk Grove Village and two (2) by
the Elk Grove Village Parks Foundation to recognize High School Seniors for their outstanding leadership,
community participation, and service in the community.
Application Deadline: Monday, May 4, 2020 at 5 p.m.
Applications are available in the high school College & Career Center offices and also on the Village website
at www.elkgrove.org/scholarships. Completed applications must be submitted to Village Hall (Administration
Counter). Winners will be notified by May 29, 2020. Questions? Please call 847-357-4030.
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