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This newsletter is published  
by the Village of   
Elk Grove Village 
901 Wellington Avenue
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
Telephone 847.439.3900
TDD 847.357.4088
www.elkgrove.org

The Village Hall is open 8:30 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. Monday through  
Friday for payment of  water bills, lo-
cal fines, vehicle stickers and general  
Village information. In addition, the 
Finance counter is open on the first 
Saturday of  each month from 9:00 
a.m. to noon, and the Community 
Development counter is open on the 
first Saturday of  the month of  May 
through September from 9:00 a.m.  
to noon.

Village Board meetings  
are generally  held on the second  
and fourth Tuesday of   
the month at 7:00 p.m. 
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Elk Grove Remembers Longest Serving Trustee 
and Suburban Legend James Paul Petri 

(March 30, 1934 to July 23, 2020)

It is with deep sadness that Elk Grove Village 
announces that former Village Trustee, James (Jim) 
Paul Petri, passed away suddenly at his home on July 
23, 2020.  He will always be remembered as a devoted 
family man, US Army Veteran, a 45-year employee 
of  United Airlines, a strong regional advocate, and 
the longest serving elected official in Elk Grove 
history.	
With a well-earned reputation as Elk Grove’s “Elder 
Statesman”, James (Jim) Paul Petri, passionately served 
the residents and businesses of  Elk Grove Village as 
an elected official for over 42 years.   Elected for an unprecedented 10 consecutive 
terms in Elk Grove, Jim led by this powerful philosophy:  “A politician does what is 
popular; a statesman does what is right.  We all need to be statesmen!”
With that philosophy, Jim Petri brought a keen business-like approach to his public 
service career after working his way up from a baggage handler to regional data 
manager at United Airlines where he was employed for over 4 decades.  His varied 
and unique experiences allowed Jim to work tirelessly to support innovative and 
creative ideas that not only supported strong economic development in the Village 
but promoted high quality of  life enhancements for the entire region.
Jim first volunteered for the Elk Grove Plan Commission from 1977 prior to his 
election as a Village Trustee.  Jim served as a Village Trustee from 1979 to 2019, a 
span of  42 consecutive years.  His son Paul Petri, a retired Police Officer, noted that 
“My father just loved Elk Grove Village and was always looking for ways to make it 
better.”
Once elected Trustee, Jim’s first order of  business was bringing cable television to 
the region.  He was involved with the Northwest Municipal Conference to bid the 
first cable contract.  When the list of  companies was narrowed down to 2, one firm 
brought in a fully-loaded production van to sway the towns.  However, Jim saw 
right through that ruse and famously asked:   “Are we buying a TV van or a cable 
company?”  The region went with the other cable carrier.  Petri ultimately chaired 
the Regional Cable Television Group, bringing Cable Television and High Speed 
Data services to the Village and neighboring suburbs. 

Continued on page 3.
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With heavy hearts, we announce the passing of  former 
Village Trustee, James (Jim) Paul Petri on July 23, 2020. 
Jim Petri passionately served the residents and businesses 
of  Elk Grove Village as an elected official for over 42 
years. Jim worked tirelessly to support innovative and 
creative ideas that not only supported strong economic 
development in the Village but promoted high quality 
of  life enhancements for the entire region. Jim’s legacy 
will carry on in Elk Grove Village forever. Additional 
information about Trustee James Paul Petri is available on 
pages 1 and 3. 

As we enter the final weeks of  summer, the Village 
continues to work on several programs planned in the 
coming months. 

We are offering two recycling events for residents. On 
August 29, we are partnering with SWANCC to host the 
Electronics Recycling & Document Destruction Event. 
On September 12, we are offering the Paint & Motor 
Oil Collection Event. For more details and guidelines for 
these events, visit pages 4-5. 

We are also excited to be adding a new special materials 
recycling program in the fall. Elk Grove Village has 
partnered with Simple Recycling to offer residents a free 
curbside textile recycling program, which will be launched 
next month. The purpose of  this program is to divert textile 
waste from landfills. The Village is proud to be an enthusiast 
for our community’s growing focus on recycling and reuse. 
Additional information will be shared on the Village website 
as it becomes available (www.elkgrove.org).

Another event set to take place in Elk Grove Village is 
the second annual Free Dental Day for those in need 
on August 28 offered by Dr. Brian Homann, Dr. Mark 
Spinazze, and Dr. Jennifer Silc. Additional information and 
guidelines about this event can be found on page 6. 

Fall is just around the corner, and that means it will soon 
be time for our 2020 Fall Large Branch Collection! Large 
branches 3 ½ to 8 inches in diameter from all trees and 
bushes, except evergreens are eligible for pick-up. A list of  
program guidelines and a schedule for your large branch 
collection dates can be found on page 6. 

Speaking of  branches, we are proud to announce 
Elk Grove Village has been named a 2019 Tree City 
USA community by the Arbor Day Foundation! 
Since 2016, Elk Grove Village has planted 
approximately 2,600 trees throughout the community, 
and an additional 1,500 trees will be planted over the 
next three years. This is the 35th consecutive year 
that Elk Grove Village has received the Tree City 
USA designation. More information about the Tree 
City USA designation can be found on page 8. 

We would like to remind residents that the Village’s 
Water Meter Upgrade program has been reactivated. 
Residents can schedule an appointment by calling 866-
931-2199 or going online at www.schedulemymeter.
com. Additional information about the program can 
be found on page 5. 

The Presidential General Election is on November 3, 
2020. Information on mail in ballot applications can 
be found on page 8. 

Residents are always invited to share thoughts, 
concerns, or questions by clicking “Contact Us” on 
the Village website (www.elkgrove.org).

Message from the Board

Pictured in front row from left to right are Trustee Nancy 
Czarnik, Mayor Craig Johnson, and Trustee Christine 
Prochno. Pictured in the second row from left to right 
are  Trustee Jeffrey Franke, Trustee Stephen Schmidt, 
Trustee Samuel Lissner, and Trustee Patton Feichter.
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Elk Grove Remembers Longest Serving Trustee and Suburban 
Legend James Paul Petri Cont. 
Continued from page 1.
Elk Grove Mayor Craig Johnson remembers Jim as one of  the “Deans of  the Northwest Suburbs” and for 
good reason. Jim served on numerous local and regional initiatives.  He served on the Board of  Directors of  the 
Northwest Municipal Conference and the Solid Waste Agency of  Northern Cook County for over 2 decades.  Jim 
also volunteered to serve on the Elgin O’Hare Western Access Local Advisory Committee, License Review Advisory 
Body, Personnel Committee, False Alarm Hearing Board, and a Labor Representative for the Fire Department and 
Public Works Department.
Petri’s passion was infrastructure because “It served as the foundation for everything that we do”.   In this light, it’s 
not surprising that Jim served on the Village’s Capital Improvements Committee for over 30 years.  Village Manager 
Ray Rummel fondly recalls that Petri’s passion was Public Works.  “As long as I can remember, each Saturday, Jim 
would drive the streets of  Elk Grove and each Monday, he would have a small list of  items that needed attention.  We 
truly appreciated his volunteer spirit to enhance the community.  ”  
Springing from this dedication, the Village named its headquarters public works facility on Devon Avenue after Petri, 
which was one of  his last projects as an elected official. 
Over the course of  4 decades, Jim was the first co-chairman of  the Village’s Industrial/Commercial Revitalization 
Commission which later morphed into the Business Leaders Forum.  Eagerly, Petri worked to develop several master 
plans to keep the Village’s business park modern and fresh. These plans continue to unfold, culminating in the Elk 
Grove Technology Park which is under development today.
Mayor Craig Johnson recalls:
“Jim Petri was deeply respected by everyone and he will be missed tremendously by all of  us. The Village Board 
looked to Jim’s keen mind, business intellect, and ability to solve problems in order to enhance development and 
shape regional public policy.  The residents of  Elk Grove Village and the entire region will forever benefit from Jim’s 
thoughtful talents, strong dedication and impressive accomplishments. He was a Dean in the northwest suburbs and 
his fingerprints are all over the Elk Grove community.”
On his last day in public office, Elk Grove Village dedicated a plaque to Petri that reads:  With deepest gratitude, 
respect, and appreciation of  the 42 years of  dedicated public service to the Village of  Elk Grove.

James Paul Petri’s Decades of  Regional Public Service:
Village Trustee

1979-2019
Regional Cable Television Committee 	 Capital Improvements Committee	       Recycling Committee
   	 1981 – 2019					     1989 – 2019				    1988 – 1989

Northwest Municipal Conference		         Business Leaders Forum	          	 Plan Commission
	 1997 – 2019					     2015 – 2019			       1977 – 1979 

Industrial/Commercial Revitalization Commission	                 Solid Waste Agency of  Northern Cook County
	               1997 – 2015	                                               1997 – 2019 
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Document Destruction & Electronics Recycling Event
Elk Grove Village, in conjunction with the Solid Waste Agency of  Northern Cook County (SWANCC), is sponsoring 
a Document Destruction and Electronics Recycling Event on Saturday, August 29.

James Paul Petri Public Works Facility
450 E. Devon Avenue

Saturday, August 29, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

There is no cost to attend, but residents must live in one of  SWANCC’s member communities to participate. IDs 
will be checked for proof  of  residency. Materials from businesses, institutions or schools will not be accepted. Due 
to recent high demand for paper shredding, long lines are expected at this event. To help keep the line 
moving, all participants are asked to follow these Safety Guidelines:

•	Residents must wear a mask and remain in their vehicle.
•	 IDs will be checked though a closed window to verify residency.
•	Residents will unlock/open the trunk from inside the vehicle and allow staff  to unload the items.
•	Paper documents should be contained in one area in the back of  vehicle in paper bags or small boxes – not in 

plastic bags!  Boxes and bags will be returned to the resident.
•	 If  a person has tested positive for COVID-19 or is experiencing symptoms, DO NOT attend this event.

Paper: Residents can bring up to three (3) file-sized boxes or paper bags of  sensitive documents 
containing personal information, such as medical history forms, bank statements, personal files 
and retired tax forms.  Paper documents will be shredded on site.  
Plastic spines/covers and metal clips/binders MUST BE removed from all documents.  DO 
NOT bring paper in plastic bags.  DO NOT include photos, slides, negatives, books, store 
receipts, magazines, greeting cards or newspapers or any non-paper item.  
Electronics: Please remove electronics from plastic packaging and boxes prior to the event.

Acceptable Materials: Cable Receivers, Cell Phones, Computer Cables, Computer Monitors, 
Computers (Desktop, Notebook, Tablet), Converter Boxes, Desktop Fax Machines and Printers, 
Keyboards, Mice, MP3 Players, Portable Digital Assistants (PDAs), Satellite Receivers, Scanners, 
Televisions, Video Game Consoles, Video Recorders/Players, Internal/External Hard Drives and 
Zip Drives.

Please note that if  the item is not listed, you can check the SWANCC website to see how to recycle the item at www.
swancc.org. For questions regarding the event, please visit the Village website at www.elkgrove.org/recycling or call 
(847) 357-4010.

Free Curbside Textile Recycling Program 
Coming to Elk Grove Village Soon!
Elk Grove Village has partnered with Simple Recycling to offer residents a free 
curbside textile recycling program, which will be launched next month. The 
purpose of  this program is to divert textile waste from landfill and the Village is 
proud to be an enthusiast for the growing focus on recycling and reuse.
Be on the lookout for a mailer from Simple Recycling early next month with more 
information! 
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Water Meter Upgrade Program Reactivated
At this time, the Village’s Water Meter Upgrade program has been reactivated. 
Residents can schedule an appointment by calling 866-931-2199 or going online 
at www.schedulemymeter.com. During the appointment, a plumber will need to 
enter the resident’s home to upgrade the water meter. The plumbers are screened 
each day following CDC guidelines, will be maintaining social distancing, and be 
wearing proper personal protective equipment. However, if  a resident chooses to 
put their water meter upgrade on hold, they should notify the call center so the 
upgrade can be scheduled at a later date. 
Please visit elkgrove.org/watermeter or call Utility Billing at (847) 357-4000 for more information about this program.

Paint & Motor Oil Collection Event
Elk Grove Village is hosting a Paint & Motor Oil Collection Event on Saturday, September 12. This event is limited 
to Elk Grove residents. IDs will be checked and business items will not be accepted.   

James Paul Petri Public Works Facility
450 E. Devon Avenue

Saturday, September 12, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

 The following items will be collected at this event:
•	Motor Oil 
•	Anti-Freeze
•	Paint (Latex or Oil) in cans or containers that do not exceed 5 gallon containers. All paints must be liquid and 

containers must be closed & sealed with the product label or hand-written label. Below are the restrictions for 
paint collection: 

•	Latex, acrylic, & water based paints will be accepted.
•	Oil based, alkyd & flammable paints & stains will be accepted.

All participants must follow these Safety Guidelines:
•	  Residents must wear a mask and remain in their vehicle.
•	 IDs will be checked though a closed window to verify residency.
•	Residents will unlock/open the trunk from inside the vehicle and allow staff  to unload the items.

For questions regarding the recycling event, please call the Village at (847) 357-4010.

Secretary of State Renewal Extension 
Expiration dates for driver’s licenses, ID cards, vehicle stickers, 
and other items have been extended until November 1, 2020. 
For more information and to take advantage of  online services, 
visit www.cyberdriveillinois.com.
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Fall Large Branch Collection
The Village appreciates our resident’s efforts to maintain their property 
and recognize that disposing of  tree debris from summer cleanup may be 
difficult. Therefore, the Public Works Department has implemented a Fall 
Large Branch Collection program to assist residents.
Homeowners are reminded that the Waste Management Yard Waste program 
includes the removal of  bagged yard waste as well small branch pickup. 
Bundled branches up to 3 ½ inches in diameter, and no more than 4 feet 
in length will be picked up by Waste Management from April 1 through 
December 15. Please note that yard waste bags require the purchase of  a 
yard waste sticker, however small branch pickup is free of  charge.
The Large Branch Collection program picks up branches meeting the 
following requirements: 

• Large branches 3 ½ to 8 inches in diameter from all trees and bushes, except evergreens are eligible for pick-up.
• Branches must be stacked in the parkway with cut ends pointing to the curb.
• Branches should be placed in the parkway no sooner than the weekend before the designated pickup week.
• Contact Public Works at (847) 734-8800 Monday through Friday between the hours of  8:00 AM to 4:30 PM to 
get your address listed for pickup. Calls must be received no later than Friday 4:30 PM of  the week prior to your 
scheduled pickup.

Items such as logs, lumber, paneling, bushes, stumps and evergreens are not part of  the Village program as these 
items damage Village equipment. Please contact Waste Management at (800) 796-9696 for pickup guidelines for these 
items. 

Large Branch Collection Pickup Weeks: 
Residential Community East of  IL Route 53:  September 21 – September 25 

Residential Community west of  IL Route 53:  September 28 – October 3   

Free Dental Day
Elk Grove Family Dental will be hosting their second annual Free Dental Day for those in 
need on Friday, August 28. Dr. Brian Homann, general dentist in Elk Grove will be hosting 
this event with oral surgeon Dr. Mark Spinazze in Elk Grove Village, and Dr. Jennifer Silc, 
periodontist in Schaumburg with the help of  their staff  members and volunteers. 

Free Dental Day For Those In Need
Friday, August 28, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
8 E. Devon Avenue, Elk Grove Village

Dental care will be provided on a first-come, first-served basis. Patients will be asked to wait in their car until a dental 
chair is available. Services provided will be simple cleanings, deep cleanings, simple extractions, surgical extractions, 
fillings, and problem-focused limited exams. 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, temperatures will be taken and screening questions will be asked prior to entry. 
Masks are required to be worn at all times unless patients are in the dental chair. 
More information is available on the Elk Grove Family Dental website at www.EGVdentist.com/FreeDentalDay.
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Where Your Property Tax Dollars Go
Over the past several years, the Village of  Elk Grove has focused on a value driven customer service approach to 
delivering the highest quality services for our residents and businesses. The 2019 property tax levy (taxes payable 
in 2020) approved by the Village Board remained flat in the general fund levy compared to the previous year. The 
Village tax rate continues to be a small portion of  the overall tax rate.
Property tax bills are comprised of  multiple government agencies, each of  which establishes their own tax levy. 
Overall, the Village comprises approximately 10% of  a typical resident’s property tax bill, with 65-70% of  the bill 
going toward school districts. The remainder of  the property tax bill is made up by Cook County, townships and 
special taxing districts. 
Even with multiple, independent taxing districts, residents and businesses in Elk Grove Village once again 
experienced the lowest combined property tax rate in northwest Cook County by an average of  nearly $1,193 lower 
in property taxes than comparable communities for the most recent property tax bills.

How the Village uses Property Tax Dollars
The property taxes collected by the Village are used to help fund five primary areas: General Fund, Police and Fire 
Pension Funds, Debt Service Fund, and the Social Security/Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund. The table below 
illustrates how the 10% portion of  a typical property tax bill received by the Village is utilized:

The Village understands and appreciates the economic patience experienced by residents and businesses alike. 
Therefore, the Village will continue to strive to ensure a high standard of  fiscal responsibility to keep its portion of  
the property tax bill minimal.
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Elk Grove Village Named 2019 Tree City USA
Elk Grove Village has been named a 2019 Tree City USA community by the Arbor 
Day Foundation. 
Since 2016, Elk Grove Village has planted approximately 2,600 trees throughout 
the community, and an additional 1,500 trees will be planted over the next three 
years. This is the 35th consecutive year that Elk Grove Village has received the Tree 
City USA designation. Over the years, the Village has continually demonstrated an 
exceptional commitment to maintaining a robust urban forest, which has contributed 
to environmental health as well as the aesthetic pride of  the community.
Elk Grove Village recognizes that a vibrant tree canopy population contributes to both the environmental health and 
the aesthetic pride of  the community.  The Village has been proactive in maintaining a diverse stock of  replacement 
trees. This planning has allowed the Village to plant larger, more mature trees, measuring 4” in diameter and typically 
6-7 feet in height. 
The Tree City USA program recognizes excellence in urban forestry management and environmental improvement. 
A city only achieves this designation if  they have a tree board or department, establishes a community tree ordinance, 
spends at least $2 per capita on urban forestry, and celebrates Arbor Day. 

Mail in Ballot Application Information
The Presidential General Election is November 3, 2020.

If  you would like to avoid crowds at your polling place or plan to snowbird this winter, the Cook County Clerk’s 
Office has made the mail in ballot application easily accessible on their website.  To obtain a mail in ballot, Cook 
County residents can visit the Cook County Clerk’s Office website at www.cookcountyclerk.com to fill out an 
application. A ballot will then be mailed directly to the address submitted on your application.  Students in 
college may also use the mail in ballot application process. 

If  you are concerned about the mail in ballot process, there are other options:

1. You can hand deliver your ballot to any Early Voting Sites, beginning October 19- November 2. 

2. You can hand deliver your ballot to your local polling place on Election Day- November 3, 2020.

Don’t Hang Mask From Your Rearview Mirror 
The Illinois Vehicle Code prohibits hanging objects, including masks, from the 
rearview mirror that would obstruct the driver’s view. We highly encourage you 
to protect yourself  and others around you by wearing your masks, but we also 
want you, fellow motorists, and pedestrians to be safe on the roads. For the 
safety of  everyone, please remember not to hang your mask from your rearview 
mirror as it will obstruct your view. 
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