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COVID-19 Vaccination Information

Vaccine Clinic for Elk Grove Village
Seniors

On March 16, the Village hosted a
vaccine clinic for residents 65 and over
in partnership with the Elk Grove Park
District. The Village was able to secure
1,500 vaccinations through Jewel-Osco.
The vaccination clinic took place at the
Park District Pavilion, and provided a S %
truly accessible vaccine site for seniors in nl
the Elk Grove Community. Thank you to the many volunteers who were critical to the
success of the vaccine clinic, showing both great dedication to the Elk Grove Village
community and exceptional kindness to our seniors.

The Village is continuing to pursue additional options to serve all of our residents to
make the vaccine available to our community as quickly as possible. We hope to be able
to share plans for additional clinics very soon.

COVID-19 Community Vaccination Program

Cook County is currently in Phase 1B of the vaccine distribution plan, which includes
individuals 65 and over and frontline essential workers.

To register for information on the COVID-19 vaccine, sign up with the Cook County
Department of Public Health online at vaccine.cookcountyil.gov.

For those having diffculty with the website, or without access to the internet, CCDPH
has established a vaccine sign-up hotline at 833-308-1988.

2021 Village Construction

The Village is pleased to announce the capital improvements that are planned for this
year’s construction season. These improvements have been prioritized and designed
to meet the capital needs of the Village and fulfll the objectives of the Elk Grove
2025 Capital Plan. The Public Works Department will be managing these projects and
striving to minimize adverse construction impacts. Their staff are ready to answer any
questions that you may have. This year’s Village Improvements include the 2021 Street
Rehabilitation Program (pages 4-5), Environmental and Aesthetic Improvements (page
8), Water and Sewer Systems Improvements (page 9).

As construction begins, the 2021 construction improvements will be posted on
the Village’s website at www.elkgrove.org/construction. You can also sign up for
construction updates at www.elkgrove.org/stayconnected.
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A year ago this month, we were announcing the closure
of Village Hall, facilities and the cancellation of many
in-person events and meetings due to the coronavirus
pandemic. Today, we have successfully hosted the

Village’s frst COVID-19 vaccination clinic for residents |

65 and older, and continue to pursue all other options to
make the vaccine available to all our residents as soon as
possible.

Although we are hoping to host additional vaccine clinics,
we encourage residents to register for information on the
COVID-19 vaccine with the Cook County Department
of Public Health at vaccine.cookcountyil.gov. You can
also call the county’s vaccine sign-up hotline at 833-308-
1988.

Over the past year, the Village has sent out alerts with
important information on COVID-19. If you haven't
been receiving these alerts by phone or text, you may
need to register for the Citizen-Alert program through
the Northwest Central Joint Emergency Management
System. For information on how to register, visit page 3.

Spring is fast approaching, and we know spring cleaning
also means the frst yard work of the season. To assist
residents in their spring cleanup efforts, the Village's
Public Works Department will once again offer a Large
Branch Collection Program in April. Find out more about
how to participate on page 7.

In addition to the Spring Large Branch Collection program,
the Village is offering a special spring curbside leaf
collection. For information about participating in the spring
leaf collection and details on program rules, see page 6.

Spring also means the start of road construction! The
Village’s 2021 Street Rehabilitation includes resurfacing
along 2.9 miles of Business Park Streets and 3.9 miles of
Residential Streets. Find out more about the construction
process and a list of streets scheduled for maintenance on
page 4.

This year, the Village is hosting Community Blood Drives
in partnership with Vitalant. Additional information and
blood drive dates can be found on page 7.
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Pictured in front row from left to right are Trustee Nancy
Czarnik, Mayor Craig Johnson, and Trustee Christine
Prochno. Pictured in the second row from left to right
are Trustee Jeffrey Franke, Trustee Stephen Schmidt,
Trustee Samuel Lissner, and Trustee Patton Feichter.

As the temperatures rise, we look forward to
enjoying outdoor activities such as biking! Cook
County recently launched an outreach initiative
to develop a Bike Plan that aims to further refne
the County’s priorities, clearly defne roles and
responsibilities, and establish long-term goals for
bicycle infrastructure. Help Cook County establish
long-term goals for bicycle infrastructure by taking
the Bike Plan survey. Information about the survey
and Bike Plan can be found on page 10.

We hope you’ll take a few minutes to browse
through the newsletter to learn about some of the
upcoming programs and activities such as Youth
Committee Scholarships, early voting, upcoming
construction projects, and virtual events, (including
the neighborhood watch meeting and the Character
is Magical, Family Fun Show), and much more,
which may be of interest to you or your friends and
neighbors.

Residents are always invited to share thoughts,
concerns, or questions by clicking “Contact Us” on
the Village website (www.elkgrove.org).
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Elk Grove Village Cares Stands Ready to Help

Elk Grove Village Cares is a community-based strategy for tackling opioid addiction
to help those in need and to make our community stronger, safer and healthier. If
you or someone you know is struggling with addiction, Elk Grove Village Cares
stands ready to help the addicted gain access to substance abuse treatment programs.

For more information, contact the Social Services Section at 847-357-4120 or visit www.elkgrove.org/egvcares.

Elk Grove Youth Committee Scholarships

The Elk Grove Youth Committee, in partnership with the Village of Elk Grove and the Elk
Grove Parks Foundation, will be issuing seven (7) $1,000 scholarship awards; fve (5) by EIk
Grove Village and two (2) by the Elk Grove Village Parks Foundation to recognize High School
Seniors for their outstanding leadership, community participation, and service in the community.

o
c— Application Deadline: Friday, May 7, 2021 at 5 p.m.

Applications are available in high school College & Career Center offces and on the Village website at www.
elkgrove.org/scholarships. Completed applications must be submitted to Village Hall (Administration Counter).
Winners will be notifed by June 4, 2021. Questions? Please call 847-357-4030.

Join the March neighborhood Watch Meeting

Please join the Police Department for their next virtual Neighborhood Watch meeting on Wednesday, March 24 at
7:00pm! The Crime Prevention Unit will discuss current crime trends and other police related information.

If you would like to join the Neighborhood Watch Program, please contact Crime Prevention Offcer Sloan at 847-
357-4151 or Msloan@elkgrove.org to request the meeting invite.

Register to Receive Emergency Alerts!

Over the past year, the Village has sent out alerts with important information on COVID-19. If you haven't
been receiving these alerts by phone or text, you may need to register for the Citizen-Alert program through the
Northwest Central Joint Emergency Management System.

The regional Citizen-Alert program is a mass notifcation system, which enables communities to provide residents
with critical information quickly in a variety of situations, such as severe weather, critical road closures, missing
persons, and the potential evacuation of buildings or neighborhoods. Citizen-Alert has access to registered
landline phone numbers, which can be used to alert residents based on geographical area; however, an increasing
number of residents no longer use landlines.

Residents without landlines, or those who want to stay connected while not at home, can register online to
receive time-sensitive and location-specifc messages on devices of their choosing, including cell phone, text
messages, business phone, email, hearing impaired receiving devices, and more.

Register online at elkgrove.org/stayconnected.
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2021 Street Rehabilitation

This year’s Street Rehabilitation Program consists of resurfacing 6.8 miles of
streets, pavement patching, rehabilitation of deteriorated curb and sidewalk, and
improvements to ADA curb ramps.

The construction activities are generally broken down into three phases:

Phase | (Storm Sewer) — Necessary repairs and/or modifcations are made to
the drainage structures along these roadways. i

Phase Il (Concrete) — Replacement of deteriorated curbs and sidewalks
throughout the project area takes place. This work is generally limited to one
side of the street at a time.

Phase 11l (Pavement) — The fnal phase includes full depth pavement patching, milling of the existing pavement
surface, the placement of a new pavement surface layer, and then fnal pavement markings are placed. A tack-coat of
fresh oil is applied prior to laying the new pavement layer as an adhesive or bonding between the asphalt layers. Fresh
oil signage will be posted in advance to remind motorist to travel slowly on the tack-coat material.

[ B

Residential Street Resurfacing

The following 3.9 miles of residential roadways are anticipated to be resurfaced starting in May and completed by
mid-October.

* Anders Drive, South Glenn Trl. to Nerge Rd. » Grissom Trail, Nerge Rd. to Biesterfeld Rd.

e Brandywine Avenue, Arlington Heights Rd. to < Hawk Lane, Oriole Dr. to Galleon Ln.
Somerset Ln. ¢ Oriole Drive, Galleon Ln. to Plum Grove Rd.

» Cardinal Lane, Cutter Ln. to Galleon Ln. » Somerset Lane, Wellington Ave. to Devon Ave.

e Cumberland Circle East, Somerset Ln. to Somerset ¢ South Glenn Trail, West Glenn Trl. to Grissom Trl.
Ln. » Tottenham Lane, Somerset Ln. to Brandywine Ave.

» Cumberland Circle West, Somerset Ln. to Somerset « \West Glenn Trail, Biesterfeld Rd. to South Glenn
Ln. Trl.

e Galleon Lane, Longboat Dr. to Cutter Ln.

Business Park Street Resurfacing

The following 2.9 miles of roadways in the Business Park are anticipated to be resurfaced starting in May and
completed by mid-September:

e Allan Drive, Mark St. to End o Kirk Street, Lively Blvd. to Katherine Way
» Bonaventure Drive, Nerge Rd. to End * Mark Street, Allan Dr. to Village Limits
e Estes Avenue, Touhy Ave. to Lively Blvd. e Touhy Avenue, Tonne Rd. to Busse Rd.

» Katherine Way, Kirk St. to Mark St.
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Special Spring Leaf Collection
The Village is offering a special spring curbside leaf collection for ALL Village residents.

The special spring leaf collection is scheduled to begin on Monday, April 5. Leaves must be placed on the street by
7:00 a.m. on April 5. Public Works will make one pass down all residential streets in the Village to collect leaves.
Leaves placed after the April 5 deadline will not be collected.

We expect that it will take several days to collect all of the leaves throughout the Village. Public Works will continue to
collect properly placed leaves until one pass has been completed through all residential areas. Information and updates
regarding the special leaf collection will be posted on the Village website, social media channels, and electronic signs.

Important Leaf Collection Program Rules:

» Leaves must be placed on the street by 7:00 a.m. on Monday, April 5.

* Only rake leaves into the street. Grass, branches, and other yard waste are NOT permitted and will damage
Village equipment.

* Place leaves in a continuous row on the pavement approximately 2 feet from the curb.

* Do not place leaves on state or county roadways, nor on the following Village streets: Tonne Road, Elk Grove
Boulevard, Rev. Morrison Boulevard, JF. Kennedy Boulevard, Biesterfeld Road, and Wise Road. Residents along
these streets are asked to place leaves in their parkways.
* In the event of rain, you should still place your leaves in the street. Leaves will be collected as soon as possible
after 7:00 a.m. on Monday, April 5.
* If snowfall occurs, do NOT place your leaves in the street. Leaf collection will be postponed and rescheduled
to begin the following Monday.
If you have any questions or concerns, please call the Public Works Department at (847) 734-8800 Monday through
Friday between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

REAL ID goes into Effect October 1, 2021
Are you REAL ID ready? REAL ID goes into effect on October 1, 2021, and you only need to obtain it if:

* You do not have a valid U.S. passport or passport card; AND RE AL
* You use airplanes as a mode of domestic transportation; or

* You visit military bases; or I D
* You visit secure federal facilities.

You do not need a REAL ID to drive, vote, open a bank account, apply for or receive federal benefts, enter a federal
facility that does require identifcation, or visit a hospital.

For additional information, a list of acceptable alternatives to a Real ID, and to get a list of documents required to get
a Real ID, please call 833-503-4074 or visit Realid.ilsos.gov.
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Spring Large Branch Collection

The Village appreciates our resident’s efforts to maintain their property and recognizes that
disposing of tree debris from winter cleanup may be diffcult. Therefore, the Public Works
Department has a Spring Large Branch Collection Program to assist residents.

Important Large Branch Collection Program Rules:

* Large branches 3 % to 8 inches in diameter from all trees and bushes, except
evergreens are eligible for pick-up.

* Residents MUST Contact Public Works at (847) 734-8800 Monday through Friday
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. to get your address listed for pickup. Calls must be received no later
than Friday 4:30 p.m. of the week prior to your scheduled pickup in your section of the community.

* Branches must be stacked in the parkway with cut ends pointing towards the curb.
* Branches should be placed in the parkway no sooner than the weekend before the designated pickup week.

The following items are NOT part of the collection program: logs, lumber, paneling, bushes, stumps, and evergreens
as these items damage Village equipment. Please contact Waste Management at (800) 796-9696 for pickup guidelines
regarding these items.

Large Branch Collection Pickup Weeks:
Residential Community East of IL Route 53: April 19 — April 23
Residential Community West of IL Route 53: April 26 — April 30

Homeowners are reminded that the Waste Management Yard Waste Program includes the removal of bagged yard
waste as well as small branch pickup April 1 through December 15. Bundled branches up to 3 %2 inches in diameter,
and no more than 4 feet in length will be picked up by Waste Management FREE of charge. Please note that yard
waste bags require the purchase of a yard waste sticker.

Submit Permits Online!

The Community Development Department is pleased to announce the addition of advanced features to our online
permitting process. While, residents and businesses were previously able to submit their permit applications online,
new additions to the online process include electronic plan review and fnal payment. This service is a convenient way
to submit and receive permits without leaving the comfort of your home or business. A walk-through guide outlining
the steps to setup an online account, along with the permits currently eligible to be submitted online can be found on
the Village Website at www.elkgrove.org/permits.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact the Community Development Department at (847) 357-4220.

2021 Blood Drives at Village Hall

The Village, in partnership with Vitalant, is hosting Community Blood Drives in 2021. The drives will
be held at Village Hall (901 Wellington Ave) between 8 a.m. and 12 p.m. on the following Saturdays:

Saturday, 4/3/21 Saturday, 7/24/21 Saturday, 11/20/21

www.elkgrove.org 7
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Water and Sewer Systems Improvements
2021 Residential Water Main Improvement S

This summer, the Village will be replacing and
upgrading the existing 6” water main to an 8” water
main along Cottonwood Drive, Fleetwood Lane,
Redwood Avenue, and Rockwood Drive. The project
includes the installation of a new water main, residential
service connections, pavement patching, and landscape ' Tt
restoration. As part of this project, the Village will be working Wlth the Park District to extend the water main on
Redwood Avenue through Udall Park to connect to the 12” water main on Perrie Drive. This connection will improve
the water fow in this area.

Higgins Road Water Main Extension

This summer, the Village will be extending a 12 water main along the west side of Higgins Road from Oakton Street
to Brummel Avenue to support future redevelopment in the area.

Brickvale Drive Culvert Replacement

This summer, the Village will begin work on Brickvale Drive to replace a corrugated metal culvert pipe with two
precast concrete box culverts. This will also include the replacement of the 12” water main, pavement patching and
resurfacing, sidewalk and curb rehabilitation, and landscape restoration. The Village has secured a 50% funding match
for the project through the Federal Highway Administration’s Surface Transportation Program (STP) Bridge Program.

Lift Station Rehabilitation

This summer, the Touhy Avenue, Route 83, and Shenandoah lift stations are scheduled for full rehabilitation. The
rehabilitation will include new piping, pumps, control panels, force main lining, and wet well lining. This project will
improve the reliability of sanitary service and decrease maintenance costs related to operating the infrastructure.

Manhole Rehabilitation Program

This year’s program will include the lining of 100 sanitary manholes that currently experience rainwater and groundwater
infltration. This program is mandated by Metropolitan Water Reclamation District (MWRD) as part of the Infow
and Infitration Control Program. Project completion will decrease the amount of rainwater and groundwater in the
Village’s sanitary sewer system. Rainwater and groundwater infltration contributes to increased costs, as all sanitary
wastewater must to be treated at treatment plants before it can be returned to local waterways.

Water Tower Relocation

The Village’s east side water tower, located on Pratt Boulevard, has reached the end of its useful life. This fall,
construction will begin on a new water tower at the southwest corner of Busse Road and Oakton Street. This relocation
will improve water service in the Business Park. Construction of the new water tower will take approximately one and
half years to complete. The Pratt Boulevard water tower will remain operational until the new tank’s construction is
completed and placed in service.

Busse Sanitary Sewer Lining

This summer, the sanitary sewer main that runs along the west side of Busse Road will be lined to extend its useful life.
The sanitary sewer main will be lined using a method known as cured in place pipe rehabilitation, which is a trenchless
technology that lines the pipe using a woven fabric impregnated with resins that is cured in place after being installed
in the existing pipe. This method does not require excavation or replacement of the pipe and has minimal impact on
sanitary service. The lining of this sewer will ensure reliable sanitary service to a large portion of the Business Park.

www.elkgrove.org
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Consolidated General Election - April 6, 2021

Early Voting takes place from Monday, March 22, 2021 through Monday, April 5, 2021. Residents can register to vote
during Early Voting hours, provided they bring two forms of identifcation, one with a current address. Voters must
immediately cast their ballot upon registering to vote.

Early Voting will be in Rooms D and E at the southwest entrance to the Village Hall and is open to anyone that lives
in suburban Cook County. The hours for Early Voting are as follows:

Monday - Saturday March 22 - March 27 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday March 28 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Monday - Saturday March 29 - April 3 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday April 4 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Monday April 5 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Election Day Reqistration and Voting

On Election Day, voters who are not registered to vote can register and vote at their home precinct only. Any voter
who is not registered and needs to know where to go to register and vote on Election Day can utilize the Cook
County Clerk’s online tool at www.cookcountyclerk.com to ¥nd their polling place.

For additional information, please contact the Village Clerk’s Offce at 847-357-4040 or visit the Cook County Clerk’s
website at www.cookcountyclerk.com/elections.

Cook County Bike Plan Survey

Cook County recently launched an outreach initiative to develop a Bike Plan that aims to further refne the County’s
priorities, clearly defne roles and responsibilities, and establish long-term goals for bicycle infrastructure.

Help Cook County establish long-term goals for bicycle infrastructure by taking the Bike Plan survey to provide
information on which facilities you like and how COVID has impacted your riding. To take the survey, please visit the
Cook County Bike Plan website at cookcountybikeplan.mysocialpinpoint.com

Cook County is looking for YOUR INPUT
on its year-long outreach initiative to
help develop its Bike Plan

TAKE OUR

SURVEY!

Let Cook County how COVID
has impacted your riding

@OBike Plan
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Severe Weather Preparedness

Spring means warmer weather, but it can also mean severe weather and even tornadoes. Tornadoes can be dangerous,
so make sure you have access to a safe place like a basement or an interior room without windows on the lowest
level of your home. If you hear a tornado siren, take shelter immediately!

Now is the time to prepare so you and your family can be safe in case of a severe weather emergency. Make sure
everyone in your family knows the tornado safe location in your home and the need to remain in that area until it is
safe to leave. Once the immediate threat is over, you may fnd that roads are impassable, and that needed supplies are
not available. Be prepared and create an emergency kit to store in your tornado safe location.

Items that should be included in an emergency kit include:

* Battery operated weather radio

* Bottled water

* Non-perishable food

* Flashlight with extra batteries

* First aid kit and hand sanitizer

* Prescription medicine

e Cash (ATMs may not be operational)

 Any other unique needs for your family or pets (e.g. baby formula)

* Cleanup supplies (work gloves, garbage bags) : :
For more information and a printable emergency checklist, visit ready.gov/plan.

GROVE
VILLAGE

!

UsA Entrepreneur/Business Plan of the
o ":&; Year Competition

Elk Grove Village is partnering with USA Triathlon to recognize
NEW DUE DATE, MORE AWESOME PRIZES!  how leading entrepreneurs and small businesses are achieving
NOMINATE YOUR IDEA OR BUSINESS FOR AN thejr dreams with the 2021 Elk Grove Village — USA Triathlon
ENTREPRENEUR LAUNCH PACKAGE : .

Entrepreneur/Business Plan of the Year competition.

This one-of-a-kind opportunity is open to members and event participants of USA Triathlon and Elk Grove
residents (business or personal) for businesses already in existence or to assist in bringing new ideas to fruition.

We've updated the due date to April 1 and added great prizes, so nomiate yourself for the Entrepreneur/
Business Plan of the Year today! For information on how to nominate your business or idea visit www.teamusa.
org/USA-Triathlon/Makers-Wanted.

National Alliance on Mental IlIness (NAMI) offers Free Course

NAMI is offering a free education course, offering support for family members, partners and caregivers of people with
mental illness! This 8 week course is taught by trained family members, and includes current research on major brain
disorders: schizophrenia, depression, bipolar disorder, anxiety, OCD, panic disorder, posttraumatic stress disorder
and borderline personality disorder. Information on effective treatments to promote recovery, coping skills, problem-
solving, and self care, are the focus of this Family-to-Family Education Program developed by NAMI.

The course starts on Tuesday April 13, 2021, and will take place in the evening in the EIk Grove/Schaumburg area.
Pre-registration is required; call Carol at 331-202-6440 or Barb at 847-431-8745. e
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Skunk Safety Tips

Bordering the forest preserve, it is no surprise that our residents see so much wildlife activity near their homes. The
Village’s Environmental Health Division has some tips on how to deal with the local skunk population now that we
are approaching mating season.

To help deter skunks from your property:
» Secure garbage cans and close dumpster lids at night.
» Control rodent and lawn grub populations.

* Do not leave out any food or water for animals, especially on
the ground.

* Remove wood or brush piles.

» Trim back bush/vegetation overgrowth.
» Seal openings under decks and sheds and cover window wells.

Currently, there are no registered skunk repellents in Illinois, but leaving on a radio, motion light, or strobe light near
the burrow may help deter skunks from your property.

If you see a burrow hole under your deck or shed, do not seal it until you can ensure that all the skunks have exited.
To check if the burrow is active, stuff the hole with newspaper or loose material before dark. Check in the morning
to see if any of the material is pushed-out overnight. If it was, you have an active burrow. For active burrows, the
Environmental Health Division recommends working with a licensed wildlife removal company. Once the skunks are
trapped and removed, the harborage hole can be secured with materials such as wire mesh, metal, wood, or concrete.

For more information regarding specifc laws pertaining to skunk trapping reference the IDNR website at www.dnr.
illlinois.gov or call the Environmental Health Division at 847-357-4240 for a list of local wildlife control companies.

Coyote Safety Tips

Coyote mating season begins in late February/early March, and pupping season begins mid-April. The Elk Grove
Village Police Department would like to remind residents to take the following preventative safety measures to avoid
conficts with wildlife: :

» Don't feed any wild animals, especially coyotes
* Don't leave pet food outside
» Secure all food waste in sealed garbage cans

* Don't leave your pets outside without supervision, especially at
night

» If approached by a coyote, use hazing techniques such as making
loud noises, yelling and waving your arms

To strategically address coyote issues and concerns, the Village partners with Scientifc Wildlife Management
to understand, monitor, and manage the coyote population within Elk Grove Village. Residents and members of
the community are asked to report coyote sightings at www.scientifcwildlifemanagement.com under the “Coyote
Sightings” tab.
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Fire Department Offers Online Permit Submittals

In a continuous effort to best serve our community, the Elk Grove Village Fire
Department is now offering online permit submittals. Online permitting reduces the
amount of time required for Fire Department staff to process a permit application and
respond to applicants. This system increases effciency for our contractors and business
customers alike, providing a simpler way to obtain permits for many projects. Online
submittals are now accepted for the following types of permits: Alarms, Sprinklers, AES
Radios, Backfow Prevention Devices, Suppression Systems, Pumps, Racks, Standpipes,
Mechanical Hood and Duct Systems, and Smoke Control Management Exhaust Systems.

An account is required for access to the online permitting system. This is a one-time
registration to be used for all future permit submittals. Though electronic submittals are
preferred, permit applications will still be accepted by mail or drop-off (one USB drive
or one set of plans required).

The launch of our online portal for electronic submission of fre permits has been well
received and is actively used by many of our local contractors. We are in the process
of implementing the fnal steps that will make applying for a fre permit a completely
paperless procedure.

Thank you for your efforts to help make Elk Grove Village an exceptionally fre-safe
community. Please contact the Inspectional Services Division at (847) 734-8020 or
email frepermits@elkgrove.org with any questions.

On the Road with
Zip Dee

Every company has a story, and the
one behind Zip-Dee Inc. is a good
one.

Brenda and Henry Duda were on
a camping trip together in the mid-
1960s. After fnding the perfect spot
to park their Airstream recreational
vehicle (RV), the couple pulled an
accessory out of a bag — an awning made by a third-party manufacturer. That’s when
the frustration began. After struggling mightily to put up the awning, Brenda set an
ultimatum: she wouldn’t join her husband on another camping trip until there was an
easier way to enjoy some shade.

Continned on page 14.



On the Road with Zip Dee cont
Continued from page 13.

Inventing a Better Awning

At the time, Henry was president of a large dairy. But he was also a graduate of the Art Institute of Chicago. His
design talent had come in handy when fabricating products for a dairy coop. Maybe he could design a better awning?

Henry got to work in his home garage. The result was an awning unlike anything else on the market: it could be
set up in less than a minute by one person. Brenda loved it, and so did the couples’ friends. Henry started making
awnings for them too.

Soon, Henry left the dairy industry and founded a new company called Zip Dee — inspired by the whimsical way it
could be combined with his last name to echo a popular Disney movie song from that era: “Zip Dee Duda ...”

Zip Dee Today

Located at 96 Crossen Ave. in Elk Grove Village since 1967, Zip Dee Inc. still handcrafts high-quality awnings one at
a time, as well as folding chairs and other products for luxury RVs. But today the company owners are Jake Mullins,
his brother Matt Mullins, and business partner Nathan Webb. Jake and Matt grew up in Elk Grove.

Jake says having the business in the Elk Grove Industrial Park makes it easy to use local suppliers for parts. “I recently
needed plastic moldings,” he says. “I was able to walk down the street to meet with Star Die Molding and design what
we needed. When we have a new product, we look here frst — no shipping costs and we can easily meet with the
vendor.”

As more people took to the road for vacations during the coronavirus pandemic, 2020 brought strong demand for
luxury RVs and Zip Dee’s products to accessorize them. With no signs of slowing in 2021, the Zip Dee team is
grateful to its suppliers and the Village of Elk Grove for playing a part in the company’s success.

Wherever Zip Dee customers are headed — maybe the Shenandoah Valley, the Florida Everglades, or the Grand
Tetons — a little bit of Elk Grove goes with them.

Meet your Elk Grove Economic Development Team!
1 @ Josh Grodzin, CecD: Director Business Development and Marketing

With over 20 years of experience in economic development, Josh Grodzin is EIk Grove’s leader
/ g of business development and marketing. He works side-by-side with businesses looking to

expand in, or relocate to, the Village.

" i- + Contact Josh at 847-357-4005 or jgrodzin@elkgrove.org

A

Nick Radcliffe: Economic Development Specialist

Nick assists with coordinating all aspects of the Village’s business retention and attraction
program, including public relations, branding and marketing, coordination of business
development resources, and working with other public sector agencies.

Contact Nick at 847-357-4013 or nradcliffe@elkgrove.org
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5G is Here. Is Your Business Ready for it?

5G plays a critical role in a growing “smart” ecosystem for businesses. Gain more security, reliability, and speed with 5G
S0 your business can achieve its goals more effciently.

There are many benefts a business gains from operating on 5G technology. Checkout some of the opportunities below:
* Gain insights that help improve operations with better access to data and increased bandwidth.
» Embrace cutting edge technology in the manufacturing feld through automation.
» Make more data-driven decisions in real time with the same reliability as a wired network.
* Enable consumers to connect to your business how and where they want.

Interested in hearing more about how 5G can assist with your business operations? Reach out to the Village’s Economic
Development and Marketing Team at 847-357-4013.

i BUSINESS FRIENDLY SMARTEST

- INDUSTRIAL PARK

Free Safety Training for Workers and Businesses

Harper College offers FREE professional safety training classes for small business employees and supervisors in the
Chicagoland area. Businesses with 2 to 250 employees are eligible.

Classes Available:
* Introduction to Workplace Safety and Health Management (for Managers and Supervisors)
* Preventing Slips, Trips and Falls
* Fall Hazard Awareness in Construction and General Industry
* Electrical Hazard Awareness and Lockout/Tagout
» Confned Space Hazards in Construction & General Industry (Available April 2021)
» COVID-19 Worker Protection Including PPE (Available May 2021)

Class Format: Classes are held in a Live-Online format via WebEX, at a scheduled day and time, from the convenience
of your home or workplace. The Instructor contacts participants 2-3 days in advance of the class with information
on the online access.

Customized Training Schedules: With up to 4 or more individuals, a customized training schedule can be built for
your organization. Contact Vicki at vburger@harpercollege.edu or call 847-925-6023 for more information.

Register Today: www.harpercollege.edu/safety.
Contact Harper College at 847-925-6300 or ce@harpercollege.edu
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Lessons from a Long, Rich History

When your business has been around for more than 125 years, the past
can provide valuable lessons.

White Racker Company, a family-owned manufacturer located at 420 S.
Lively Blvd. in EIk Grove, traces its roots back to 1894. That's when
Albert White began selling a system he developed for the beer industry.

“He patented a design for beer racking machines that fll the 64-gallon | Since 1894
kegs at a high fow rate while maintaining the beer’s carbonation, and
sold the machines to the major brewing companies,” says Ken Rogalski, who has owned White Racker since 1985.
“That'’s where our name comes from: Albert’s last name and the product that gave him his start.”

Expanding the Customer Base

By the 1920s, the company faced a challenge: prohibition. To survive, White had to expand his customer base. He
began making commercial plumbing products for OEMs.

Later, the post-war era brought a building boom. Rogalski’s grandfather joined White Racker, and eventually became
the new owner. By the mid-1960s Rogalski, then 10 years old, began visiting his grandfather at work, helping with
tasks around the facility — and learning the business from the ground up

After his grandfather died in 1985, Rogalski bought White Racker, and diversifed its offerings. Today the company
manufactures a line of high-quality commercial plumbing products and toilet partition hardware, including offering
new customers CNC machining services and design engineering.

Moving to Elk Grove

Bringing White Racker to Elk Grove in 1997 provided an unforeseen advantage. “As manufacturing started moving
to China, we lost quite a few customers,” Rogalski says. “If it wasn't for our customer and our supplier base here, we
might not have survived. That insulated us — enabling us not only to continue, but to thrive.”

The coronavirus pandemic brought new challenges, but Rogalski is looking to 2021 with optimism. “You have to
realize there are going to be good times and downtimes as well. The businesses that survive are the ones who plan
well.”

He says being part of the Elk Grove business community makes it easier to keep drawing on the lessons that have
brought the company to where it is today: stay nimble, be innovative, and plan well.

During a recent Business Ambassador meeting with Village offcials and staff, Rogalski was able to connect and
learn about valuable resources. “Elk Grove is geared towards business,” he says. “They do everything possible to
help you out.”
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