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Help Keep Our Stormwater Clean!
Stormwater is rainwater that runs off rooftops, lawns, driveways, and streets into our stormwater system. As the stormwater 
flows over surfaces, it picks up dirt, leaves, grass clippings, pesticides and fertilizers, oil, and other harmful contaminants. All of 
these pollutants are carried by stormwater into storm drains and ultimately into our creeks, rivers, and in large bodies of water 
like Lake Michigan. However, there are a few simple ways that residents and businesses can help reduce the amount of pollutants 
that enter our waterways. 
•	 Do not dump motor oil, antifreeze, or other hazardous materials on 

the ground or into sewers. Recycling programs are available for these 
hazardous materials, and many service stations accept used motor oil 
for recycling. 

•	 When cleaning your driveway, deck, or parking lots, use a broom 
instead of water and dispose of debris in the trash — not in the street 
or storm sewer. 

•	 Do not dump branches, leaves, or grass clippings along creek beds, in 
open ditches, or in the street. 

•	 Minimize the use of herbicides, pesticides, and fertilizers on your 
lawn and plant native plants whenever feasible to lessen the need for 
herbicides. 

•	 Please pick up litter and place it into trash cans. This will prevent it from getting washed into the storm sewers and 
eventually into our waterways. 

•	 Cover piles of dirt and wood mulch while doing landscaping projects, and sweep up debris (do not wash it into the street). 
For more information on how you can help keep our stormwater clean, please contact the Public Works Department at          
847-734-8800 or visit www.elkgrove.org/stormwater. 

Green Grove: Monarch Butterfly Gardens
Did you know that the monarch butterfly is Illinois’ state insect? Over the past 20 years, there has been 
a significant decline in the population of monarch butterflies, culminating in their classification as an 
endangered species in July 2022. 
Monarch butterflies are critical pollinators for our region. In 2021, the Village contributed to conservation 
efforts to help the monarch butterfly population by planting 12 butterfly gardens throughout the 
community. These dedicated gardens consist of native nectar plants, garden plants, and milkweed that the 
monarch butterflies rely on to lay their eggs. The Public Works Department is also working to increase the 
amount of native nectar plants used in plantings throughout the Village.
The butterfly garden located at Village Green, next to the splash pad, is the most easily accessible garden for residents to visit and 
features an informational sign that explains the purpose of the garden. We encourage you to stop by the butterfly gardens this 
summer and be on the lookout for monarchs before they migrate to Mexico for the winter! 
Visit www.elkgrove.org/monarch to learn more about the Monarch Butterfly Initiative and www.elkgrove.org/sustain to learn 
more about the Village’s sustainable actions or to submit your ideas for a Sustainability Action Plan.

Le�: �e monarch butter�y 
garden at Village Green in 
Summer 2022. 

Middle: A monarch 
butter�y atop a milkweed 
plant. 

Right: A monarch butter�y on a purple cone�ower plant, 
a native nectar plant included in the Village butter�y 
gardens.
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May is Building Safety Month
Building Safety Month is an international campaign 
sponsored by the International Code Council (ICC) to 
raise awareness about building safety and reinforce the 
importance of adopting and enforcing modern building 
codes. 
The Building Division within the Village’s Community 
Development Department adopts and enforces ICC codes 
to protect residents and businesses through the review of 
construction documents, issuance of permits and onsite 
inspections. 
Mayor Craig B. Johnson signed a proclamation recognizing 
May as Building Safety Month in Elk Grove Village. 
For more information about Building Safety Month, scan 
the QR code or contact the Community Development 
Department at (847) 357-4220.

Fire Hydrant Flow Testing 
Last fall, the Village adopted the NFPA (National Fire Protection Association) 
recommended standard for fire hydrant marking.  This entails a color-coded system 
to visually identify the available fire flow capacity of each hydrant.  To assist in fighting 
fires, a firefighter must know how many gallons of water per minute can be produced 
from a hydrant. Each Village-owned hydrant is flow-tested once every four years.  The 
results of each test determine the flow rate of each hydrant. The color of the band 
indicates the test results or flow rate.  
Village staff are currently installing reflective bands on each Village-owned hydrant to 
correspond with the flow data results of the hydrant flow tests.   A hydrant that has a 
band will also indicate that the Village owns the hydrant. We do not flow test private 
hydrants.  This effort is anticipated to be completed by this fall.
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Introducing Sue Dees, Director of Business 
Development & Marketing for Elk Grove 
Village 

Envision Elk Grove and How We Can 
Support Your Business!

We are pleased to introduce Sue Dees as the Village’s new Director 
of Business Development and Marketing! As a resident of Elk Grove 
Village, Sue is passionate about serving the community and supporting 
local businesses.  
Sue brings with her a wealth of experience in marketing, developing 
partnerships and acting as a liaison and advocate. Prior to joining our 
team, Sue worked in admissions and community engagement for a 
private school system.  As part of this role, she served as an ambassador 
and Board member for the Lincoln Park Chamber of Commerce.  

Sue is excited to be part of the Elk Grove Village team and looks forward to getting to know 
our diverse business community. Understanding the needs of our businesses will ensure the 
Village can act as a resource to help them grow and thrive. 
As our Director of Business Development and Marketing, Sue will serve as the Village’s liaison 
to our business community, helping to navigate regulations and processes. Sue will also 
take the lead on the Village’s efforts to support businesses and provide value to our business 
community. Sue will be your primary contact for business and economic development 
concerns—please feel free to reach out to her for any matter, large or small.   
We are excited to have Sue on board and look forward to the contributions she will make to 
our community. Please join us in welcoming her to the team! 
Sue can be reached at sdees@elkgrove.org or 847-357-4005.

Envision Elk Grove, the Village’s Community 
Revitalization Master Plan, is underway and we need 
input from our business community!  The survey, which 
will take about 15 minutes to complete, will ask for 
information about your business that can help us design 
services to better meet your needs.  Additionally, you will 
have an opportunity to provide input on the future of key 
redevelopment sites and corridors. The Envision Elk Grove 
Community Survey is now available on the project’s website: www.envisionelkgrove.com/ 

The survey is open now through June 12th and can be accessed along with other updates on 
the Envision Elk Grove plan on the project website: www.envisionelkgrove.com/.



Elk Grove BUSINESS MATTERS www.elkgrove.org10

Apply for the IMEC Manufacturing Reinvented Grant 
Program Today!
Last year, the Illinois Manufacturing Excellence Center (IMEC) launched Manufacturing Reinvented, a five-million-dollar 
grant program that supports local, suburban manufacturers. The grant application portal is now open for any Elk Grove Village 
manufacturers with less than 500 employees who are interested in the program. The Elk Grove Village Business Development Team 
works closely with IMEC and other organizations to connect businesses to opportunities for grant funding, financial assistance, and 
business development resources. 
Eligible businesses can receive reimbursements from $5,000 to $25,000 for 
projects in four key areas that include Accessing Customers and New Markets, 
Operational Improvements, Leadership Development, and Workforce Training 
Solutions. These four key areas may include projects such as cybersecurity, 
website development, lead generation, supervisory skills training, strategic 
planning, and talent acquisition.
Project awardees will be further prioritized based on business viability, potential 
economic impact, and total project investment. 
Businesses can apply by visiting www.imec.org/ccmr.

Siemens is Redefining its Workspace to Help the 
Manufacturing Industry Adopt Digitalization 
Siemens blends the traditional workshop floor with high-tech automation tools as a 
technology company that operates in electrification, automation, and digitalization, 
providing innovative solutions to a wide range of industries. It is a subsidiary of the 
multinational conglomerate Siemens AG, based in Munich, Germany. Its Elk Grove 
location plays a critical role in Siemens AG’s global mission to shape the future of 
technology.
The Elk Grove facility is primarily used for service and training the SINUMERIK 
CNC control platform including the SINUMERIK 828D, SUNUMERIK ONE, and 
SINUMERIK MC systems.
Steve Fruehe, Pre-sales Solution Consultant at Siemens assists companies in their 
digitalization journey when they don’t know what to do. When asked what companies are struggling with the most these days and 
how Siemens works to address these struggles Fruehe stated, “The biggest struggle right now is not knowing what you don’t know,” 
he said. “Right now, in this data-collection era, we’re seeing a lot of money being left on the table. It’s one thing to get companies to 
utilize this software, but it’s another thing to get them to embrace this mindset of digitalization.” 

Showcase Your Business with a Visit from Elk Grove Village
Elk Grove Village trustees and staff are continuing Business Ambassador 
visits in 2023. We make it easy for you to connect with Village leadership 
by coming to your location for an introduction and tour. Pick a time 
that works for you and together, we will discover new ways to support 
your business and help your team thrive! 
To schedule your visit, contact Sue Dees, Director of Business 
Development and Marketing at 847-357-4005 or via email at 
businessdevelopment@elkgrove.org. We look forward to showing you 
how Elk Grove Village lives up to its Beyond Business Friendly brand. 
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Ecolab Celebrates Acheiving VPP Star Status
On Tuesday, April 4, Village officials attended a 
celebration at Ecolab in honor of the business achieving 
VPP Star Status through the U.S. Department of Labor’s 
Occupational Safety & Health Administration (OSHA). 
The VPP Star Status is the highest designation of OSHA’s 
Voluntary Protection Program and requires employee 
workplace injury/illness rates that are at least 50 percent 
below the national average. Ecolab’s Elk Grove Village 
facility is currently maintaining a workplace incident rate 
that is 100% below the national average. 
Ecolab is a global business that offers water, hygiene, and infection prevention solutions.  Their Elk Grove Village location at 1060 
Thorndale Ave, specializes in refurbishing commercial dish washing machines used at restaurants, hospitals, and other commercial 
kitchens. They accept used dishwashers from all over the country, disassemble them to their component parts for cleaning, 
polishing, and repair, then reassemble them to ship out for sale. 
Congratulations to Ecolab on this incredible achievement!

Business Ambassador Visit: Air Products Equipment 
Company
Our Business Ambassador team recently had the opportunity to meet with the 
owners and employees of Air Products Equipment Company and tour their facility.  
Air Products Equipment Company is headquartered at 1555 Louis Avenue and 
celebrated their 75th anniversary last fall.  They moved to Elk Grove Village in 1970 
and they have continued to thrive and expand in our Business Park ever since.
Air Products represents a variety of manufacturers whose products are used in HVAC 
systems.  They get involved in construction projects early and have a dedicated 
engineering team to provide specifications and products to help clients meet their 
needs.  During our tour, they showcased a single heating and ventilation unit in their 
15,000 square foot primary warehouse that can maintain temperatures within a few degrees of setpoint from floor to ceiling.
Construction is a fast-moving industry and the Air Products team told us they support customers with their last-minute needs by 
keeping a large selection of products on-hand and ready for immediate shipment.  This approach also helps them ensure product 
availability even with longer lead-times caused by supply chain challenges.
Air Products is 100% employee-owned and operates as an ESOP (Employee Stock Ownership Plan).  They are proud of their culture 
and work to create a strong community among their nearly fifty employees.  Our Ambassador Team experienced this firsthand, 
as we walked through their facility and were introduced to every employee and the integral role they play in the success of the 
company. 

Virginia Tile Ribbon Cutting
On Wednesday, April 12, Village officials attended a ribbon cutting ceremony to 
celebrate the Grand Opening of Virginia Tile’s relocation into Elk Grove Village at 
1601 Estes Ave. 
The company offers a wide selection of tile from a multitude of manufacturers 
and in a variety of materials such as porcelain, ceramic, stone, glass, and metal in 
addition to mosaic design solutions. 
Virginia Tile began in rural Virginia in 1928. Today, the company operates 
20 strategically located showrooms and distribution facilities throughout the 
Midwest.
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Upcoming GOA Events

Business Ambassador Visit: Prime Stars Orthodontics
In April 2023, the Village’s Business Ambassador Team visited Prime Stars 
Orthodontics, located in the Elk Grove Town Center, between the Jimmy 
Johns and Chipotle restaurants. Prime Stars Orthodontics is a family-owned 
orthodontic clinic which opened in August 2022. 

Our team was impressed by the beautiful, calm interior of the Prime Stars 
Orthodontics clinic, which was designed to create a relaxing atmosphere. 
This approach extends beyond the layout and color scheme to include patient 
care.  As a family practice, their motto is to “Do Things Right” by putting 
the patient and their needs first. They encourage prevention by starting 
observation (offered at no cost), from as young as 6 years old, because early 
observation and intervention helps reduce the need for future treatment.

The clinic is led by Dr. Hiroshi Ueno, an American Board of Orthodontics (ABO) certified orthodontist with more than 12 
years of clinical experience. He is also an assistant professor / clinic instructor at Saint Louis University and earned the award 
for best instructor in 2018 and 2020. His wife, Agata Ueno, serves as Director for the clinic.  Agata and Hiroshi also live in Elk 
Grove Village and are excited to be part of the Elk Grove community!

Our Ambassador Team enjoyed meeting the team at Prime Stars Orthodontics and learning about how orthodontic clinics use 
specialized equipment and software to help diagnose, prevent, and correct the positioning of teeth and bite.

Business After Hours - Schaumburg Boomers
Thursday, May 25 5:00 p.m.
1999 S. Springinsguth Rd. Schaumburg, IL 60193
Join the GOA for some relaxed networking with fellow members 
and guests. Make new connections while enjoying complimentary 
food & drinks. Appetizers and beverages provided by host.  
Advance reservations are appreciated. 

Golf Classic - Presented by Ascension Alexian Brothers
Wednesday, June 7 8:30 a.m.
401 N. Roselle Rd. Schaumburg, IL 60194
Grab your clubs and join the GOA for a fun-filled day of golf, 
contests, games, and raffle prizes. Sign up as a foursome and 
entertain clients and friends. Don't have a foursome? They will 
pair you with other golfers. Sponsorships are available and a great 
way to promote your company. Sponsor a hole and greet golfers 
on the course.


