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Green Grove: Play, Picnic & Party Activities
On Sunday, July 16, the Village, Elk Grove Library, and Elk Grove Park District hosted Play, Picnic & Party!
This event included food, live music, and a variety of activities including Pot-A-Plant and Animal Shows. The 
Pot-A-Plant activity presented children with the opportunity to learn about how plants are grown by showing 
how plants are potted. Additionally, children can watch their flower plant grow over time at home. There were 
also two Animal Shows throughout the event which served as an opportunity for children in the community 
to learn about different kinds of animals and wildlife. Introducing children to plants and animals in a family-
friendly setting can spark interest in learning more about the environment and how to protect it. 
The Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago (MWRD) also attended the event and provided saplings for 
attendees to take home. MWRD also provided information to attendees 
about their work in protecting Lake Michigan, which is the source of 
our community’s drinking water, and how they promote the health and 
safety of citizens and waterways in the Greater Chicago area.
Visit elkgrove.org/play to learn more about Play, Picnic & Party. We 
hope to see you at this event next 
year! Visit elkgrove.org/sustain 
to learn more about the Village’s 
sustainable actions or to submit 
your ideas on how the Village 
can expand its environmentally-
friendly efforts. 
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Plastic Bags - Do Not Place in Your Recycling Bin!
Please keep plastic bags, newspaper bags, sandwich bags, case 
wrapping, and other plastic pouches out of your recycling bin! 
Your recyclable items should be placed loose in the bin. Please 
do not bag your recyclables in plastic bags. Any plastic bags 
filled with items are assumed to be garbage — plastic bags 
filled with recyclables are not opened at the sorting facility and 
are assumed to be filled with trash for safety and efficiency 
purposes.
Additionally, plastic bags and other thin, soft plastic items get 
tangled in the sorting tumbler at recycling facilities. Employees 
then have to manually take the plastic out of machinery, which 
can be hazardous. 

These items (examples pictured above) can be returned to 
various collection locations throughout the community:
•	 Jewel-Osco (20 W Biesterfield Road) 
•	 Walmart (801 Meacham Road)
•	 The Home Depot (600 Meacham Road)
Collection bins are typically located at or near the store 
entrance.
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Community Development is Here for You!
The Community Development Department is committed to partnering with 
residents and businesses to ensure that the permitting and inspection process is 
simple and efficient. Our mission is to provide exceptional service and education 
to our community. 
A permit is required before beginning most construction, demolition, and repair 
work. To help with this process, we offer in-house plan review services with 
the quickest turnaround time in the area. Staff is available for on-site meetings 
to assist with projects and review permit applications and other required 
documentation before applying for a permit. 
When applying for permits, completing the following will allow for a more 
effective and expeditious process:
• Completed permit application with all pertinent contractors; 
• Formal drawings with dimensions; and 
• Supporting documentation
Contact us by phone at 847-357-4220 for questions on any type of construction project. 
More information on our permit process and codes are available on the Village website at 
elkgrove.org/permits or by scanning the QR code.

Elk Grove Youth Committee Scholarship Recipients	
Last month, the Elk Grove Youth Committee, in partnership with the Village of Elk Grove and the Elk Grove Parks Foundation, 
issued seven $1,000 college scholarship awards this year—five by the Village of Elk Grove and two by the Elk Grove Parks 
Foundation to recognize high school seniors for their outstanding leadership, community participation, and service within the 
community. The Village is able to offer three additional scholarship awards, thanks to the generosity of Mikerphone Brewing, who 
donated proceeds from their 2018 Craft Beer Festival to support youth scholarships in the community. 

Groot observes the  
following annual holidays: 

  New Years Day - Sun. 1/1/23 
  Memorial Day - Mon. 5/29/23 
  Fourth of July - Tues. 7/4/23

  Labor Day -  Mon. 9/4/23

  Thanksgiving - Thurs. 11/23/23

  Christmas Day - Mon. 12/25/23 
 
If these holidays fall on a weekday 
on or before your scheduled 
collection, service will be delayed 
by one day for the remainder of 
the holiday week. If the holiday 
falls on a Sunday, it will be  
observed on Monday. 

Internet Purchase Exchange 
Location
The Elk Grove Village Police Department lobby and the parking lot are 
designated Internet Purchase Exchange Locations. The purpose of these spots 
is to provide a safe space for buyers and sellers to exchange their goods and 
money. Next time you need to sell or buy items, please feel free to use either of 
these designated exchange spots for safe exchanges!

Congratulations to Caera Crimmins, Maggie Martin, and Amanda Sexton 
from Elk Grove High School, and Caroline Andjulis, Abigail Denna, Lucy 
Scales, and Harini Solaidurairaj from Conant High School! These students are 
beginning their college studies this coming fall.
The Village of Elk Grove and Elk Grove Parks Foundation congratulate all 
seven scholarship award recipients and wish them the best of luck in their 
college endeavors!
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Windy City ToolBank Grand Opening 

Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony: Northstar Foods

This spring, Village officials joined the celebration 
for the grand opening of the Windy City ToolBank 
in Elk Grove Village!  The Toolbank is a non-profit 
organization located at 2692 Coyle Avenue. Their 
location is well-stocked with tools and equipment that 
can help local community groups with tools needed for 
service projects, as well as tables and equipment needed 
to host events.
The Windy City ToolBank loans tools and supplies 
for a fraction of the cost required to purchase them, and much less than it costs to rent. The 
borrowing fee is 3% of the value of the tools/equipment, which means $1,000 worth of tools 
would cost only $30 to borrow. 
ToolBank staff showed Village officials around the supply area, and explained that their service 
model not only reduces rental costs for community organizations, it eliminates the need for 
storage and maintenance.  The ToolBank is open to non-profit organizations, including scout 
troops, community groups, and service organizations. Find out more at windycitytoolbank.
org.

On Thursday, June 8, Village officials attended a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony for Northstar Foods to celebrate their tunnel dedication 
to Mayor Johnson. Northstar Foods is located at 2600 Delta Lane, 
near Devon and Elmhurst Roads. John Nowobilski, President of 
Northstar Foods, expanded the company’s facilities to include three 
buildings with a tunnel connecting the buildings together. 
Northstar Foods offers 120 varieties of deli meats, specialty 
sausages, smoked fish, and other foods. In August 2022, Northstar 
Foods opened its retail storefront to make its food products directly 
available to the public. Today, they distribute to over 23 states.
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Business Ambassador Visit: Wangen America
Our Business Ambassador Team recently met the staff at Wangen America and toured 
their headquarters at 925 Cambridge Drive. Wangen America is an independently run 
subsidiary of a German pump manufacturer with over 250 employees around the world.  
They supply industrial pumps used for a wide variety of applications, including food and 
beverage manufacturing, cosmetics production, and wastewater treatment. 
The team at Wangen America is passionate about their high-quality line of pumps that 
allow for easy access for regular maintenance and repair. Wangen America differentiates 
themselves by offering great customer service, and the ability to customize pumps quickly 

based on need. 
Our Ambassador Team enjoyed meeting with the team at Wangen America and learning about 
how their pumps are used to create products we use every day, such as dog food, lip gloss, and 
cereal. Their close-knit family culture was evident in our conversations as their team shared 
stories about pitching in together to go above and beyond for customers, and their goals for 
expansion over the next two years. 
Wangen America is excited to remain part of the Elk Grove business community as they grow. 
The location near O’Hare Airport and major highways allows them to service customers 
nationwide, and they also enjoy the excellent lunch offerings!
Thanks to the team at Wangen America for inviting us to learn about their company—we look 
forward to seeing them grow!

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony: BMO Harris 
Bank
On Wednesday, May 24, Village officials, including Mayor Craig B. Johnson, Trustee Kathy 
Jarosch, Trustee Tammy Miller, and Trustee Steve Schmidt attended a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony for BMO Harris to celebrate their move to a new location in Elk Grove Village. 
BMO Harris is now located at 450 E. Higgins Road, just a few blocks east of Arlington 
Heights Road. The new location includes two lanes for drive-thru service.  
BMO Harris offers personal and commercial banking, global markets, and investment 
banking services to more than 12 million customers in North America.

Busse Road and Devon Avenue 
Intersection Resurfacing
The Village, in conjunction with the Illinois Department of 
Transportation, will be resurfacing the Busse Road and Devon 
Avenue intersection. 
Anticipated to begin in late July, the project will include 
resurfacing the east and west legs of the intersection along 
Devon Avenue, as well as accessible curb ramp upgrades, 
sidewalk widening along the northwest parkway, a new seven-
foot-wide sidewalk along the southeast parkway, and the 
replacement of a bus shelter. This project is anticipated to be 
completed by the end of the year.  

Pay By Phone Service for 
Business License Fees
Business license fee payments can now be made using our 
new interactive payment system. 
To use the new service, dial 847-871-9232. Before calling, 
have your Business Account ID ready, which can be found 
on your business license renewal notice. Payments can 
be made using your electronic check or debit/credit card 
information. 
Service in Spanish is also available (Servicio en Español 
esta disponible).  
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Air Products Equipment Celebrates 75 Years of Success and 
Community Support
Air Products Equipment, founded in 1947 and based in Elk Grove Village, 
represents a variety of manufacturers’ products used in commercial, institutional, 
and industrial air conditioning and ventilation systems. The company markets 
its products to contractors in Chicago and the surrounding areas, carrying an 
assortment of HVAC and air conditioning products.
The company recently celebrated its 75th anniversary, and although much of its 
success can be attributed to high-quality products and excellent customer service, a 
significant portion of this longevity is rooted in its company culture and employee 
satisfaction.
Air Products Equipment is 100% employee-owned and operates as an ESOP 
(Employee Stock Ownership Plan), creating a strong bond with its nearly 50 employees. The president of the company and engineer, 
Jeremy Dickinson, explained: “Finding good people is difficult. Keeping them is even more difficult. I think when you have a model 
where you tell somebody that they own part of this company, you can get a lot better buy-in, he said. “Our emphasis is on putting 
the employees first. We’re very much trying to make this a happy and safe place for people.”
Over the years, Air Products Equipment has seen its share of challenges, including a global pandemic and several major recessions. 
Still, the company often celebrates employees who’ve served the company for decades. Dickinson, who joined the company right out 
of college often jokes with new hires, telling them they can throw away their resumes because he is confident they will be around for 
the long term.
“We go out of our way to encourage (employees) to get involved in the company. We want them to expect that they’ve got a future 
here.”
Through a number of networking events and proactive initiatives like Business Ambassador visits, Elk Grove Village has created 
a strong sense of community among local business leaders. The efforts also provide a platform for companies like Air Products 
Equipment to exchange ideas and share resources.
During a recent Business Ambassador visit to Air Products Equipment, Village Trustees toured the facility, met with employees, and 
discussed ways the Village can support them in building their future locally. Dickinson was impressed with the way board members 
took his issues to heart.
“We got to exchange some ideas and information. It was just a pleasant experience. It was like having the neighbors over for a cup of 
coffee and getting to meet them.”
To learn more about Air Products Equipment, visit airproductsequip.com.

You’re Invited! Public Meeting for Tonne Road 
Improvements on August 16
The Village is hosting a Public Information Meeting for the Tonne Road Roadway Improvements project.  The scope of work 
involves reconstruction of Tonne Road between Landmeier Road and Devon Avenue, and will include intersection improvements, 
accommodations for bicyclists and pedestrians.  This public meeting will include a review of the need for improvement, 
presentation of the project, and a public input period.  Similar to an open house, exhibits will be on display and Village 
representatives will be present to answer any questions and record comments.  The public meeting will be taking place at the James 
Paul Petri Public Works Facility located at 450 E. Devon Avenue on August 16 from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  
Written comments may be submitted to the Public Works Department by mail (450 E. Devon Avenue) or submitted electronically 
to Deputy Director Ken Jay (kjay@elkgrove.org).  Comments received by August 30, 2023 will be included as part of the public 
record.  
If you would like to attend the meeting and need special accommodations such a sign language interpreter or similar assistance, 
please contact the Village.  For more information, contact Ken Jay at 847-734-8800.

Business license fee payments can now be made using our 
new interactive payment system. 
To use the new service, dial 847-871-9232. Before calling, 
have your Business Account ID ready, which can be found 
on your business license renewal notice. Payments can 
be made using your electronic check or debit/credit card 
information. 
Service in Spanish is also available (Servicio en Español 
esta disponible).  
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Upcoming GOA Events

Business Ambassador Visit: Classic Cinemas Elk Grove
Our Business Ambassador Team had the opportunity to visit and take a tour with 
the team from the Classic Cinemas Elk Grove Village Theatre. They had a great time 
checking out their newly renovated seating, which includes heated, leather recliner 
chairs with adjustable headrests in all 10 theaters!

Classic Cinemas is a family-owned business that has been a staple in our community 
since the Elk Grove Theatre opened in the 1980s. They pride themselves on treating 
customers as guests and believe in creating shared movie moments with friends 
and loved ones. Our ambassadors learned about their guest-friendly policies, which 

include value (free refills on all size sodas, ICEEs, and 
popcorn), experience (Premium Large Format theater, luxury seating), and a full range of accessibility 
options (personal closed captioning devices, assisted listening). 

Their goal is to provide the best movie-going experience with first-class amenities and services 
for a good price. Regular tickets for adults are $9, and children and seniors are $7. They also offer 
discounted tickets on Tuesdays for $5, tickets are $5 for seniors on Wednesdays for seniors before 6 
p.m., and their summer Wednesday Morning Movie Series offers $2 tickets for family-friendly movies!

Our Business Ambassador Team enjoyed meeting with the team from Classic Cinemas and hearing 
about their commitment to a great movie experience for everyone for a reasonable price. With over 
150 movie showings a year, there is surely something for everyone!

GOA Annual Summer BBQ
Thursday, August 10, 3 p.m. - 6 p.m.
1200 N. Arlington Heights Road, Suite 240
Itasca, IL 60143
Join the Elk Grove Chamber for their 7th Annual Summer BBQ! 
This event is equipped with music, a full BBQ buffet, drinks, 
games, and split-the-pot. Bring your staff and co-workers for an 
afternoon of relaxing fun in the sun.

Business After Hours - Hamilton Lakes Biergarten
Thursday, August 24, 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
500 Park Blvd Lake Level 100
Itasca IL, 60143
Join the GOA for some relaxed networking with fellow members 
and guests. Make new connections while enjoying complimentary 
food & drinks. Bring plenty of business cards. Advance 
reservations to the GOA are appreciated.  


