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City of Chicago and FAA deliberately stonewalling suburban efforts 
to deliver meaningful relief from overnight aircraft noise,               

mayors say 

Lack of communication and transparency leaves Suburban O’Hare Commission, 
residents in the dark regarding the future of the Fly Quiet 21 program     

Members of the Suburban O’Hare Commission (SOC), a coalition of communities representing 
over one million residents impacted by O’Hare International Airport, whom are eager to deliver 
long sought-after relief to residents from overnight aircraft noise have repeatedly requested but 
not received access to public information from federal and local agencies in order ensure a fair 
and transparent review of the proposed Fly Quiet 21 program, a major federal action seeking a 
permanent overnight runway rotation program. 

The lack of information and communication from the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
and the City of Chicago has suburban mayors increasingly concerned that Fly Quiet 21, and the 
noise relief it was created to deliver, is ignoring solutions that would yield a more equitable 
impact to all residents.  

In a letter to FAA Regional Administrator Rebecca MacPherson, SOC raised concerns that the 
FAA has failed to create the requisite public docket for this environmental review and has 
continually stonewalled requests to provide information that must be shared with the public. In 
the letter, SOC “implore(d) the FAA and the CDA to comply with the law and manage a 
transparent review process for the Fly Quiet 21 Plan”. A copy of this letter is attached to this 
news release. 

If the FAA’s review of the permanent Fly Quiet runway rotation program fails to consider all 
reasonable alternatives—including Alternative H3, an option that SOC and Elk Grove Village 
have repeatedly recommended as superior and more community-friendly—it will result in the 
entire study being thrown out by a court, causing even more delays in bringing relief to the 
region and wasting even more taxpayer dollars. With the CDA reportedly budgeted to spend $12 
million on its flawed plan to analyze environmental impacts, coupled with the extensive delays 



that have already occurred in finalizing the permanent runway rotation program, the stakes are 
too high to allow the CDA and FAA to continue down the current path. 

Elk Grove Village Mayor Johnson has publicly stated he will not back down, vowing to use all 
legal avenues to ensure the NEPA process is followed correctly to protect the impacted 
communities.  

“All SOC is asking is for the FAA to follow the law and review all reasonable alternatives, 
including Alternative H, and to study which departure headings are most suitable to achieve the 
goal of a fair distribution of nighttime noise,” said SOC Chairman and Elk Grove Village Mayor 
Craig Johnson. “If the FAA and CDA truly believe in the integrity of their process, they should 
have nothing to hide.” 
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