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Elk Grove Village Fire Department Achieves 
Re-Accreditation to Remain Among Top 1% 
Nationwide
The Elk Grove Village Fire Department 
(EGVFD) has earned Accredited Agency 
status from the Commission on Fire 
Accreditation International (CFAI) for the 
second time!
This re-accreditation reaffirms that EGVFD 
is operating at the highest level across 
all areas of service, including emergency 

response, training, planning, and public 
outreach. EGVFD remains among just 
312 fire agencies worldwide to hold this 
prestigious designation.
EGVFD conducted a thorough community 
risk assessment, updated its response 
protocols, and underwent a site visit and 
review by an external team of assessors to 
maintain accreditation.
EGVFD is one of just 123 agencies 
worldwide to hold both ISO Class 1 status 
and Accreditation from the Center for Public 
Safety Excellence—demonstrating excellence 
across all facets of fire service operations 
and placing them among the top 1% of fire 
departments nationwide.
EGVFD will continue to submit annual 
performance reports and return for another 
accreditation review in five years.  

“This prestigious recognition is a testament to the dedication, skill, 
and unwavering commitment of our firefighters who work tirelessly to 

protect and serve us every single day. Their dedication to professionalism 
and self-improvement makes our community safer and stronger.”                                            

- Mayor Craig Johnson

Julia Korzen’s Day
At the March 25 Village Board Meeting, Julia Korzen, an Elk Grove 
High School student, was honored with a proclamation for her recent 
achievement of IHSA State Wheelchair Bowling Champion!
Julia is also currently the State Series Record Holder for Highest Series in 
the Wheelchair Division with 990 pins.
Tuesday, March 25, 2025 was proclaimed “Julia Korzen’s Day” in honor of 
her accomplishment. Congratulations Julia!
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Message from the Board
Celebrate Arbor Day on April 25
We invite you to celebrate Arbor Day 
this year by joining the Elk Grove 
Village Public Works Department 
and Elk Grove Park District for an 
Arbor Day Tree Planting Ceremony on 
Friday, April 25. 
The ceremony will take place at 10 a.m. 
at Admiral Byrd Elementary School, 
located at 265 Wellington Avenue.
Yard Waste Stickers
Yard waste stickers are available 
for purchase from the Finance 
Department front counter for use 
during the new yard waste season 
which began on April 1 and runs 
through December 15. 
Stickers are also available at:
•	 Jewel-Osco (20 W. Biesterfield Rd 

and 1151 Roselle Rd)
•	 Miller Industrial Hardware Store 

(621 E. Devon Ave)
•	 Ace Hardware (821 Nerge Rd)
Each sticker costs $3.00 and should 
be affixed to each paper bag or can for 
your disposal of leaves, brush, grass 
clippings, garden waste, and tree and 
brush trimmings.
For more information about yard 
waste pick-up service, please visit 
elkgrove.org/recycling.

This newsletter is published by  
the Village of Elk Grove Village
901 Wellington Avenue
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
Telephone 847-357-4000
TDD 847-357-4088
www.elkgrove.org

Village Hall is open 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday for payment of 
water bills, local fines and general Village 
information. 

Village Board meetings are generally held 
on the second and fourth Tuesday of the 
month at 7 p.m.

Salt Creek Cleanup Event
A Salt Creek Clean Up will be held on Saturday, 
June 7 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Volunteers are 
needed to help restore Salt Creek to its natural 
state and keep this precious natural resource 
clean and attractive. 
Over the past 31 years, this program has 
cleaned up more than 85 cubic yards of garbage 
from the creek, including bicycle and car 
parts, construction material, and other debris. 
Volunteers can meet at the Elk Grove High 
School parking lot at 9 a.m. For information, 
please contact Nick Nikola by email at 
creekguy@att.net or by phone at 847-828-1141.

Honey Donation to Food Pantry
In late March, the Village was able to contribute 
34 bottles of locally harvested raw honey to 
the Elk Grove Township food pantry! This 
honey was harvested as a product of the 
Village’s honeybee apiary at the Public Works 
Biesterfield Facility, a project maintained to 
support local pollination. 

Neighborhood Watch Meeting
Mark your calendars for the upcoming 
Neighborhood Watch Meeting on 
Thursday, May 1, at 7 p.m. in Village 
Hall Meeting Room E. 
The Crime Prevention Unit will 
discuss current crime trends and other 
police-related information. Please 
contact our Crime Prevention Unit 
at CrimePrevention@elkgrove.org or 
(847) 357-4151 with any questions.
Coffee with the Board
Our next Coffee with the Board will 
take place on Saturday, May 3 from 	
9 a.m. – 11 a.m. at 75 Turner Avenue. 
This event provides an opportunity for 
residents to meet with Board members 
in a relaxed atmosphere and discuss 
any topics or questions.

Memorial Day Ceremony
On Monday, May 26, at 10:45 a.m., 
the Village of Elk Grove will hold the 
annual Memorial Day Observance 
Ceremony at the Park District Pavilion, 
with the support of VFW Post 9284. 
This is an important event to honor 
those that gave their lives for us to have 
the freedoms that we enjoy today. 
Residents are invited to the ceremony. 
The event will include the Placing of 
Wreaths, a flag-folding ceremony by the 
Police and Fire Honor Guard, and a gun 
salute. The event will be broadcast live 
on EGTV Channel 6.

Bulgarian Alphabet Enlightenment 
and Culture Parade & Celebration
The Village of Elk Grove and the 
Consulate General of Bulgaria in 
Chicago invite you to the Bulgarian 
Alphabet Enlightenment and Culture 
Parade & Celebration on May 18 at 	
12 p.m. 
The event will kick off with a parade at 
the south side of the Elk Grove High 
School. The Bulgarian Festival will be 
held at Rotary Green (164 Lions Drive).

Pictured in the back row from left to right are 
Trustee Stephen Schmidt, Trustee Joseph Bush, 
Trustee Kathryn Jarosch, and Trustee Jeffrey 
Franke. Pictured in the front row from left to right 
are Trustee Tammy Miller, Mayor Craig Johnson, 
and Trustee Christine Prochno.

www.elkgrove.org
http://www.elkgrove.org/recycling
www.elkgrove.org
mailto:creekguy%40att.net?subject=Salt%20Creek%20Cleanup
mailto:CrimePrevention%40elkgrove.org?subject=Neighborhood%20Watch%20Meeting
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The Fiscal Year 2026 budget is focused on planning ahead by making smart financial and operational decisions today to ensure a 
more sustainable and resilient future for Village residents. The Mayor and Village Board approved a total budget of $253,630,213 for 
the Village’s new Fiscal Year, which begins on May 1. The General Fund budget, which provides for Village operations and contains 
most of the Village’s traditional services such as Fire, Police and Public Works, was approved at $80,952,868. This represents a 
decrease of 5.5% from the previous fiscal year (with pension pass-throughs and transfers removed).
As part of the budget for Fiscal Year 2026, the Village is using last year’s budget surplus to proactively pay down long-term debt. 
This surplus is a direct result of our community’s strong business environment, including a record-breaking $810 million in 
permitted construction work in 2024. Our Village continues to be one of the top data center markets in the country, attracting major 
investments and driving economic growth. This thriving business climate not only strengthens our local economy but also provides 
the financial resources necessary to invest in long-term fiscal stability.
By using the prior year budget surplus to reduce debt ahead of schedule, we are lowering future costs, protecting taxpayer dollars, 
and ensuring that more resources remain available for important community priorities. This approach strengthens our financial 
foundation while allowing the Village to continue delivering the high level of services that make our community a great place to live. 
In addition to using the Village’s surplus to pay down long-term debt, the Village was also able to cut property taxes by 2% last year.
The adopted budget also includes $40 million for major infrastructure projects—planned projects include repaving 8.7 miles of 
streets, reconstructing Pratt Boulevard and the north leg of Tonne Road, constructing multi-use paths along Busse Road, and 
replacing the Brantwood Avenue water main.  These investments continue the Village’s commitment to maintaining the critical 
infrastructure that serves our community.

Approved Budget Strengthens Financial Future While 
Maintaining Exceptional Services

For years, the Suburban O’Hare Commission (SOC) has worked to deliver meaningful and lasting relief from overnight jet noise for 
residents in the O’Hare region. These efforts have been jeopardized thanks in no small part to stonewalling by the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) and the City of Chicago.
The FAA and City of Chicago are in charge of reviewing the proposed Fly Quiet 21, a runway rotation plan put forward by the City 
of Chicago. SOC is concerned that the FAA and the City of Chicago are ignoring the most effective solution to more fairly distribute 
overnight aircraft noise across the region by only reviewing one possible plan. 
Last year, in response to a lawsuit from Elk Grove Village (a member of SOC), the FAA agreed in writing to follow 
federal law requiring the review of reasonable alternatives and to consider public input before making a final 
decision. SOC members have since learned that the FAA appears to be going back on its word and does not intend 
to consider other reasonable alternatives as part of the legally-required environmental review. 
Repeated letters and phone calls to officials at the FAA and the City have been ignored. SOC is committed to advocating on behalf 
of impacted residents to ensure that a proper environmental review is completed to understand impacts before the City of Chicago 
implements a permanent plan. SOC will explore every option and use every resource at its disposal to ensure the FAA and the City 
of Chicago live up to their word and follow the law. For more information, scan the QR code or visit bit.ly/fq325.

O’Hare Fly Quiet Update

For the first time since 2019, Japanese exchange students visited 
Elk Grove Village, all the way from Ashikaga in the Tochigi 
prefecture. Since 1987, Elk Grove High School and Ashidaifu 
High School have had an ongoing relationship, offering a 
homestay exchange program for students from both schools to 
visit each other’s countries. 
On March 20, 10 exchange students visited Village Hall, where 
Mayor Johnson spoke to them about the role of local government. 
They also received a tour of the Police and Fire Departments.

Japanese Exchange Students

http://bit.ly/fq325


more information at
www.elkgrove.org/concerts

more information at
www.elkgrove.org/concerts

From Rockford, Illinois, their work bridged elements of '60s guitar pop, '70s hard
rock, and the emerging punk rock sound. They have sold 20 million+ albums. The

band was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2016. “Surrender”, “I
Want You to Want Me”, “Dream Police”, “The Flame”, “Ain’t That A Shame”

The platinum-certified Rockville, MD band – known for their incredible live shows
– has sold out multiple shows at Madison Square Garden, earned platinum and

gold plaques and built one of the most committed fan bases in the country. “That
Was A Crazy Game of Poker”, “Shattered”, “Love and Memories” “Peace”

friday, july 4. 8:00pm - ROTARY GREEN
cheap trickcheap trick

PROCEEDS OF ALCOHOL SALES WILL BENEFIT ELK GROVE ROTARY CLUB
thursday, july 17. 8:00pm - ROTARY GREEN

o.a.r.o.a.r.

In 2011, the singer/songwriter became the first country artist and the youngest
male artist of any genre to debut their first album (Clear as Day) at No. 1 on the

Billboard Top 200 Albums chart.  He was inducted into the Grand Ole Opry in 2024.
“Five More Minutes”, “This is It”, “Damn Strait”, “It Matters to Her”, “Cab in a Solo” 

tuesday, july 22. 7:30pm - village GREEN
scotty mccreeryscotty mccreery

With a fan base affectionately known as “gearheads” (derived from their iconic logo),
Bachman-Turner Overdrive is one of rock music’s legendary acts. Since the 1970s, BTO
has sold over 30 million albums worldwide and has scored monster hits with songs like

“Takin’ Care Of Business”, “You Ain’t Seen Nothin’ Yet”, “Let It Ride”, “Hey You”, and “Roll
On Down The Highway”. 

tuesday, july 29. 7:30pm - village GREEN
bachman-turner overdrivebachman-turner overdrive

JULY 2025 | FREE ADMISSION

"UNITY WITHIN THE COMMUNITY"
SUMMER CONCERT SERIES  

"UNITY WITHIN THE COMMUNITY"
SUMMER CONCERT SERIES  

THE VILLAGE OF ELK GROVE AND ELK GROVE PARK DISTRICT PRESENT
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As construction season begins, it’s 
important to ensure your home 
renovation projects are carried out 
smoothly and in accordance with local 
codes. Here are some key tips to help 
guide you through the process. 
Hiring a Contractor
When choosing a contractor, 
start by checking online reviews 
or asking trusted neighbors for 
recommendations. Always receive at 
least three written quotes and ask for 
references to ensure the contractor’s 
quality of work.
Be cautious if a quote seems unusually 
low, and always carefully review 
contracts and related documents 
before signing. Familiarize yourself 
with your consumer 
rights to protect your 
investment — scan 
the QR code for more 
information.
Construction Permits
Before beginning any work, make sure 
you apply for your permit online at 
elkgrove.org/permits. Many projects 
require permits, including electrical, 
plumbing, fences, sheds, decks, roofing, 
as well as kitchen and bathroom 
remodeling. The permit process is 
entirely electronic. 
Call 847-357-4220 if you have any 
questions!

Home Renovation 
Tips

Upcoming  
Community 
Blood Drive
Saturday, May 10
8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Village Hall (901 Wellington Ave.)
To make an appointment, call Vitalant  
at 877-258-4825 or visit vitalant.org.  
Walk-ins are also welcome.

Saturday, June 7
9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

James Paul Petri Public Works Facility
450 E. Devon Avenue

Information on accepted items to come.

Save the Date:
Document and Electronics 

Recycling Event

http://www.elkgrove.org/permits
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Observe: Trees are living things and should be looked after as so. 
Inspect trees from the bottom to the top while looking for:
• Hollowing of trunks, which can indicate a dead or dying tree.
• Small holes, decay, cracks, or crumbling bark as this can be a 
sign of disease or bug infestation.
• Yellow leaves, as this could occur from too much water, not 
enough water, or soil damage.
• Sparse leaves, as this is usually as a sign of stress, which can 
be caused by insects, disease, drought, or soil compaction.

Watering: Watering is very important to the growth and health 
of any tree. Most established trees do not need additional 
watering during the summer months except if the tree is less 
than 4 years old or temperatures are consistently above average.
• If the tree is less than 4 years old or temperatures are 
consistently above average, the rule of thumb is 10 gallons of 
water per week for every inch of the tree trunk’s diameter.  
• If you see puddling under the tree after watering or rain 
events, this could indicate drainage problems or could be a 
sign of over watering.
• Keep in mind that you can over water trees, which can cause 
the tree to decline.

Pruning: Pruning is important because it is critical to preserving 
the tree’s health, the tree’s appearance, and the community’s 
safety. While pruning usually occurs in the fall, winter, and 
spring, pruning can be done in the summer if necessary. When 
pruning trees on your property, it is important to:
• Prune dead branches to remove any decayed wood. 
• Prune fruit trees in late winter or early spring to avoid tree 
stress.
• Prune trees that flower in the spring after they finish 
blooming.

Please keep in mind 
that parkway trees, trees 
located between the 
sidewalk and street, are 
pruned by the Public 
Works Department. 
Please submit a service 
request or call 
847-734-8800 if you 
believe that your 
parkway tree needs to 
be trimmed. 
Mulching: Mulching 
is important because it helps retain moisture, controls soil 
temperature, and cuts down on weeds and fungi. 
• Create a donut around the base while leaving at least 6 inches 
of soil directly around the trunk.
• Disperse mulch so that the depth is approximately 3 inches 
deep and no deeper than 4 inches.
• Pull mulch away from the base of the tree trunk, so it does 
not pile up against the trunk. 

Fertilizing: Trees and shrubs do not require fertilizer, but it does 
help to support tree health and growth. 
• Fertilize prior to the growth season. 
• Use slow release fertilizers as they are better for the 
environment.
• Avoid fertilizing trees stressed by drought during the 
summer.

Tree Care Tips

Groot observes the  
following annual holidays: 

  New Years Day - Mon. 1/1/25 
  Memorial Day - Mon. 5/26/25 
  Fourth of July - Fri. 7/4/25

  Labor Day -  Mon. 9/1/25

  Thanksgiving - Thu. 11/27/25

  Christmas Day - Thu. 12/25/25 
 
If these holidays fall on a weekday 
on or before your scheduled 
collection, service will be delayed 
by one day for the remainder of 
the holiday week. If the holiday 
falls on a Sunday, it will be  
observed on Monday. 

In honor of Arbor Day, the Public Works Forestry Division would like to share the following tree care tips with residents.

The Elk Grove Village Police Department invites the public to 
participate in National Drug Take-Back Day on Saturday, April 26, from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Police Department lobby (901 Wellington Ave). 
During this event, the public can anonymously turn in expired, unused, 
and unwanted prescription medication at no cost. Needles, sharps, or 
liquids will not be accepted. 
Additionally, prescription drugs can be dropped off at any time in the 
drug drop-off box in the Police Department lobby.

National Prescription 
Drug Take-Back Day
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