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Introduction 
This Sustainability Action Plan is intended to formalize the Village’s 
commitment to sustainability and create a healthier environment for the Elk 
Grove Village community, as well as to create guiding principles for the Village 
to expand sustainability efforts. In addition to presenting opportunities for 
sustainability efforts in Village operations, the plan also presents suggestions 
for ways residents and businesses can participate in advancing sustainability in 
the community. 

Sustainability is defined as meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability 
of future generations to meet their own needs. Pursuing sustainability requires a balance 
between environmental, economic, and community health. 

Working toward a sustainable future can both improve the quality of life in our community and 
help maintain the health of the environment. This plan outlines steps that can help improve our 
air and water quality by reducing pollution, reducing the amount of waste that ends up in 
landfills, and protecting vital pollinator species, among other benefits. 

This document contains a list of sustainability-related action items that can be implemented in 
the Village by existing staff as opportunities arise. Items are categorized into the following 
areas: Policy, Infrastructure, Operations, and Communications & Outreach. In Appendix B of 
this document, proposed action items are also categorized by their feasibility for 
implementation, categorized into Short Term, Medium Term, and Long Term actions. 

A Sustainability Team comprised of Village staff from all departments developed this 
Sustainability Action Plan for consideration by the Village Board. In preparing the draft plan, 
staff collaborated in brainstorming, investigating, and evaluating sustainable action items as to 
the benefit to environmental health with due consideration to economic and community 
health. Representatives from the Sustainability Team met with the Recycling and Waste 
Committee in October of 2022 to receive policy direction on possible sustainability action 
items. The Sustainability Team presented a draft Sustainability Action Plan to the Recycling and 
Waste Committee in November 2025. 

The recommended actions listed in this document are intended to have a direct beneficial 
impact on the local environment within Elk Grove Village and/or reduce the Village’s impact on 
the environment. In addition to the recommended action items for the Village, this 
Sustainability Action Plan includes suggested action items for residents and other community 
members who wish to contribute to a more sustainable community. It is the Village’s hope that 
residents and other members of the Elk Grove Village community will consider participating in 
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some of these action items and work together to improve the health of our local environment 
and our community. 

The Village’s 2022 Sustainability Report was written with reference to the Greenest Region 
Compact 2 (GRC2) Framework, a foundational framework that consists of 10 sustainability 
categories and 49 high-level goals to guide municipal action. In this Sustainability Action Plan, 
some suggested items are beyond the scope of the GRC2 Framework and are connected to 
some other aspect of sustainability. Thus, this document will establish each item’s connection 
to sustainability through the lenses of environmental, economic, and/or community health, and 
will make references to the GRC2 Framework where applicable. 

Publication and adoption of this Sustainability Action Plan fulfills the following GRC2 Framework objective – MO6: 
Formalize sustainability goals and plans. 
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Recent Actions Taken (2022-2025) 
The Village of Elk Grove Village has undertaken a variety of efforts toward sustainability 
throughout its history and continues to develop new opportunities for additional sustainability 
efforts in the organization and the community at large. To catalog these efforts, the Village 
published a Sustainability Report as described in the next entry. The following entries in this 
section describe additional efforts toward sustainability undertaken between the publication of 
the 2022 Sustainability Report and the development of this Sustainability Action Plan. 

1. Published the Village’s 2022 Sustainability Report 
Background 

In November of 2022, the Village published its first Sustainability Report to provide a high-level 
summary of ongoing sustainability-related activities, catalog them in a single repository, and 
evaluate the progress the Village has made towards sustainability. The 2022 Sustainability 
Report helped guide staff in identifying potential opportunities for expanding efforts toward 
sustainability by marking existing practices. 

Connection to Sustainability 

Environment  Informing residents about sustainable actions the Village participates in 
can bring awareness to environmental issues. Increased awareness of 
environmental issues means that more people know about the problem 
who would not have known otherwise.  

 Spreading awareness of environmental issues and sustainable actions can 
help guide the community in working toward a more sustainable future. 

Economy 
Community 

Related 
objectives 
from GRC 
Framework 

 LS4: Share information about municipal leadership in sustainability 
broadly in the community and externally. 

2. Established an internal Sustainability Team 
Background 

Prior to the publication of the 2022 Sustainability Report, the Village created a team of staff 
with the goal of identifying ways to improve or increase sustainability efforts by the 
organization.  As part of that, the team was charged with producing this Sustainability Action 
Plan. The Sustainability Team includes staff representatives from each department, as each 
department has a different role and perspective on Village operations. This representation has 
helped ensure that recommended action items are feasible for and relevant to the 
organization. 
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The Sustainability Team will also serve as the core staff responsible for coordinating and 
reporting on the implementation of proposed action items, as appropriate and when possible. 

Connection to Sustainability 

Environment  A team dedicated to sustainability within the Village that meets regularly 
ensures that there is continued progress towards a more sustainable 
Village. 

Community  Creating an internal staff team with representation from all departments 
ensures that the Village has its in-house expertise all in the same room 
while discussing potential recommended actions, ensuring that all items 
selected for inclusion in this plan are feasible for the Village and 
appropriate to the community. 

Related 
objectives 
from GRC 
Framework 

 MO1: Support or create an interdisciplinary team to coordinate internal 
sustainability efforts 

 MO2: Dedicate staff to direct sustainability initiatives 
 SC46: Establish or strengthen an inter- and intra-agency Green Team 

 

3. Included sustainability-related regulations in newly adopted 
Zoning Ordinance 
Purpose of Zoning Ordinance 

Background 

The Village of Elk Grove adopted a new Zoning Code Ordinance in January 2024. The stated 
purpose of the new Zoning Ordinance includes five items, two of which address sustainability 
concerns, including protection from air pollution and flooding. 

The following portion of the Zoning Code names ensuring clean air as one of the purposes of 
the Ordinance, which reflects the Village’s commitment to a safe environment and quality of 
life for residents: 

1-2-A. The purpose of this Ordinance is to ensure that: 

1. Adequate light, clean air and safety from fire and other dangers may be secured; 

The following portion names reducing or avoiding harm to people or property because of 
flooding as another purpose of the Ordinance: 

4. The hazards to persons and damage to property resulting from accumulation or runoff 
of storm or flood waters may be lessened or avoided. 
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Flood prevention is a sustainability issue because flooding can negatively impact the community 
and the environment. Again, the Village is committed to ensuring a safe environment for 
residents. 

Connection to Sustainability 

Environment  Including environmental sustainability concerns in the purpose statement 
of the Village’s new Zoning Ordinance demonstrates the Village’s 
commitment to sustainability and holds the Village accountable to that 
commitment. 

Economy  Committing to preventing environmental hazards reduces the risk of harm 
from air pollution, flooding, fire, etc., as well as risks to human health and 
property damage, and potential for disruption to the local economy. 

Community 

Related 
objectives 
from GRC 
Framework 

 N/A - This action addresses sustainability concerns that are beyond the 
scope of the GRC Framework. 

 

Sustainable Energy Systems 

Background 

The new Zoning Ordinance includes clear regulations on sustainable energy systems, which 
include solar energy and Wind Energy Systems (Chapter 3, Section 6). The purpose of these 
provisions listed in the ordinance is as follows: 

3-6-A-1: The purpose of this Section is to encourage safe and efficient use of solar 
energy and reduce the use and impact of fossil fuels. The Section also seeks to ensure 
that Solar Energy Systems are compatible in character and appearance with the 
principal structure and surrounding area in which they are located. 

3-6-B-1: The purpose of this Section is to encourage safe and efficient use of wind 
energy and reduce the use and impact of fossil fuels. The Section also seeks to ensure 
that Wind Energy Systems are compatible in character and appearance with the 
principal structure and surrounding area in which they are located. 

Connection to Sustainability 

Environment  Including code regulations that explicitly permit renewable energy 
systems demonstrates that the Village supports using renewable sources 
of energy, which can encourage more residents and businesses to 
consider solar or wind energy to supplement their electricity. 

 Solar and wind energy have a lower impact on the environment when 
compared to fossil fuel combustion-based energy.  
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Economy  The cost of renewable energy sources like solar power is decreasing over 
time. Investing in solar energy presents a cost-saving opportunity for 
residents and businesses, as well as creating local demand for materials 
and services that can benefit local businesses.   

Community  While no fossil fuel energy facilities (e.g. coal power plants) exist within 
Elk Grove Village, reducing reliance on fossil fuels for energy decreases 
the amount of air pollution generated and released into the atmosphere. 
Air pollution from burning coal and natural gas are harmful to human 
health. 

Related 
objectives 
from GRC 
Framework 

 E13: Support the adoption of renewable energy technologies in the 
community. 

 E13a: Adopt codes and permitting practices that support renewable 
energy systems in the community. 

 

Bicycle Parking 

Background 

Minimum bicycle parking requirements are a new addition to the Village’s Zoning Ordinance. 
Previously, only select businesses were required to provide bicycle parking at an unspecified 
amount.  

The new Zoning Code Ordinance requires that new developments within the Multi-Family, 
Business, Office, and Innovation and Technology Center zoning districts which provide at least 
twenty-five (25) parking spaces must provide one bicycle parking space per twenty-five (25) 
vehicle parking spaces with a minimum of space for four (4) bicycles and a maximum of ten (10) 
spaces. 

Connection to Sustainability 

Requiring businesses, workplaces, and multi-family residences to provide bicycle parking 
increases the accessibility and feasibility of community members choosing to bike instead of 
driving.   

Environment  Choosing to bike instead of driving eliminates the air pollution that would 
have been emitted from the vehicle’s exhaust if the same trip had been 
made using a car. 

Community  The Village has invested significantly in improving the bicycle path 
network in the community. Increasing the availability of bicycle parking 
helps to support the network’s improvements and encourages residents 
to enjoy these improvements by ensuring that residents have a place to 
safely store their bicycles when in public. 
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 Biking is a form of physical activity and positively contributes to physical 
health. Making it safer and easier to bike in Elk Grove means it is easier 
for residents to participate in this form of exercise. 

Related 
objectives 
from GRC 
Framework 

 M1: Identify gaps in pedestrian and bicycle networks and barriers to 
active modes of travel. 

 M5: Provide bicycle parking at municipal facilities, business districts, 
transit stations, and in neighborhoods. 

 

Beekeeping 

Background 

Beekeeping is the maintenance of bee colonies in man-made beehives for the purpose of 
collecting honey and other bee products, and to promote plant pollination in the nearby area. 

Guidelines for beekeeping are included in the Zoning Code Ordinance. Regulations regarding 
beekeeping within the Zoning Code Ordinance ensure that beekeeping activity is registered 
with the State of Illinois, apiaries are well-maintained, and that beekeeping on any property is 
respectful of the surrounding property.  

The Zoning Code Ordinance explicitly states that beekeeping in Elk Grove Village should only be 
permitted as a sustainable or educational activity:  

3-13-A: Beekeeping is only permitted for educational purposes and environmental 
sustainability. Beekeeping that results or produces any form of income is prohibited. 

Connection to Sustainability 

Environment  Beekeeping supports pollination in the local ecosystem. Honeybees are 
particularly excellent pollinators by moving pollen to fertilize plants as 
they collect nectar. Bees pollinate a wide variety of plants and trees, 
which helps to support biodiversity and the health of ecosystems.   

Community  While honeybees are naturally docile, guidelines for beekeeping in Elk 
Grove Village include measures to support pollinator population in the 
local ecosystem in a way that is responsible and mindful of the health and 
safety of the community. 

Related 
objectives 
from GRC 
Framework 

 This action addresses sustainability concerns that are beyond the scope of 
the GRC Framework. 
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4. Established a Village-owned apiary 
 
Background 

The Village established an apiary – a honeybee colony – at 
the Biesterfield Public Works Facility in 2023. The apiary is 
located on the property in an optimal area for honeybees 
that does not intrude upon employee work areas or 
adjacent residential properties. The apiary is carefully 
maintained by a volunteer beekeeper registered with the 
State of Illinois. 
 
The Public Works Department plans to plant a pollinator 
garden along the honeybees’ daily flight path to support 
their population and reduce competition for food with the local bee population.  
 

 
The first honey harvest occurred 
in 2024 and approximately 50 
pounds of raw honey was 
collected from the apiary. The 
honey was bottled and labeled 
with educational information 
about the importance of 
pollinators in the environment. 
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More than half of the honey 
collected during the first harvest was 
donated to the Elk Grove Township 
Food Pantry. The remaining honey 
was reserved for visiting dignitaries 
and will be used to share 
information about the importance of 
pollinators and promote the Village’s 
sustainability initiatives. 
 

 

 

 

Connection to Sustainability 

Environment  Beekeeping supports pollination in the local ecosystem. Honeybees are 
particularly excellent pollinators by moving pollen to fertilize plants as 
they collect nectar. Bees pollinate a wide variety of plants and trees, 
which helps to support biodiversity and the health of ecosystems.   

Community  Honeybees pollinate flowering plants, which include fruit- and vegetable-
bearing plants. An improved pollinator population may result in more 
bountiful harvests for gardens in the local area.  

 Beekeeping will serve as a means for the Village to help educate the 
community on the importance of pollinators in the environment and on 
what actions they can take to help support the pollinator population. 

Related 
objectives 
from GRC 
Framework 

 This action addresses sustainability concerns that are beyond the scope of 
the GRC Framework. 
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5. Started a sustainability education campaign 
Background 

The Village launched the “Green Grove” informational campaign at the end of 2022. This 
ongoing campaign highlights some of the Village's current sustainability-oriented programs and 
activities in a manner that is easily understandable to residents. As part of this campaign, a 
different program or activity included in the 2022 Sustainability Report is featured in a brief 
article in the Villager newsletter and on Facebook. These articles explain what the program or 
activity is and how it is connected to sustainability. 

 

Connection to Sustainability 

Environment  Sharing information with residents about the Village's sustainable 
initiatives raises awareness about environmental issues and the efforts 
that the Village has made. The more people who are aware of these 
issues, the broader the reach of environmental knowledge. This can 
inspire people to take action themselves or simply be more mindful 
about their impact on the environment. 

Economy  As part of this communications campaign, the Village shall incorporate 
tips to save money for residents. For example, reusing materials, 
reducing energy consumption, or improving home insulation are all 
actionable items residents can take that both reduce their impact on 
the environment and save money at the same time. 

Related 
objectives from 
GRC Framework 

 SC26: Develop and maintain a community brand that highlights 
sustainability. 

 

What You Can Do 
 Plant a pollinator-friendly garden. Native plants are excellent for providing food and 

habitat to our local pollinators like honeybees, butterflies, and birds. Try planting 
wildflowers like purple coneflower, blue aster, milkweed, or sunflowers. Native 
wildflowers are much easier to care for as well because they have adapted to the 
local environment!  

 Avoid using pesticides and herbicides. Chemicals like pesticides and herbicides can 
harm the declining honeybee population and other pollinators. Minimizing the use of 
these chemicals and choosing organic or natural alternatives to control weeds and 
other pests can reduce negative impacts on the honeybee population.  
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6. Expanded recycling education outreach to select community 
events 
Background 

Village staff expanded recycling and sustainability outreach efforts in 2023. Village staff were 
present at the Elk Grove Village Public Library’s Earth Fair event in April 2023 to answer 
questions about proper recycling practices. Village staff were also present for a day at the Elk 
Grove Farmers Market to answer questions about recycling and hand out educational 
materials. 

Connection to Sustainability 

Environment  Informing the public about proper recycling practices increases awareness 
of issues like recycling contamination and can encourage people to 
recycle properly. This prevents recyclable materials from entering landfills 
and that cannot be recycled. 

Economy  Reducing contamination caused by improper recycling increases the 
amount of viable material and thus increases the commercial viability of 
recycling. 

Related 
objectives 
from GRC 
Framework 

 This action addresses sustainability concerns that are beyond the scope of 
the GRC Framework. 

 

7. Improved pedestrian access bridges 
Background 

Clearmont Pedestrian Bridge, a bridge allowing pedestrians and cyclists to cross Salt Creek 
along Clearmont Drive, was replaced with an updated bridge structure in 2024. The new 
structure is significantly wider and longer permitting pedestrians and cyclists to safely share the 
bridge while keeping the bridge out of the Salt Creek floodplain to prevent bridge closures.  

Plans for a pedestrian bridge over Arlington Heights Road, south of Higgins Road, are included 
in the upcoming mixed-use development at the southeast corner of the intersection. This 
bridge will provide pedestrians and cyclists a safer means of crossing multiple lanes of traffic on 
Arlington Heights Road.  

Improving pedestrian access and safety makes it more convenient and comfortable to walk or 
ride a bicycle throughout the community. 

Connection to Sustainability 
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Environment  Walking and bicycling as forms of travel eliminates air pollution that 
would otherwise be caused by driving. 

Community  Walking and bicycling are forms of exercise. Making walking and bicycling 
safer and more convenient in Elk Grove Village can encourage residents 
to spend more time doing these activities, thereby improving their 
physical health. 

Related 
objectives 
from GRC 
Framework 

 M1: Identify gaps in the pedestrian and bicycle networks and barriers to 
active modes of travel. 

 L32c: Promote site design that encourages the development of vibrant, 
walkable, commercial areas. 

 

Construction for the pedestrian bridge over Arlington Heights Road is currently underway, with 
anticipated completion within the next few years. 

 

8. Transitioned streetlights to LED bulbs throughout the 
community 
Background 
The Village transitioned all 1,100 residential streetlights in the community from outdated 
fixtures to new LED light fixtures during the 2024 construction season. 

Connection to Sustainability 
Environment  LED light fixtures require less energy than more outdated types of 

lighting, which would reduce the Village’s energy consumption from 
street lighting. 

 The new LED fixtures are a warm light color temperature of 2,200 Kelvin. 
This light is “dark skies” compliant, meaning that it produces less light 
pollution and helps to address the potentially harmful effects of light 
pollution on birds and other airborne species. 

Economy  LED lights use less electricity, thus reducing costs associated with street 
lighting. 

 LED lights also have a longer lifespan than traditional incandescent lights, 
which reduces the level of maintenance required for residential street 
lamps. 

Community  The warm lighting of the new LED street light fixtures is like the existing 
color temperature of the existing residential street light fixtures to 
maintain the existing atmosphere in residential streets while reducing 
energy and maintenance costs. 
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Related 
objectives 
from GRC 
Framework 

 E5: Implement energy efficiency measures that have a short-term 
payback (i.e., lighting, occupancy sensors). 

 E7: Collaborate with utilities and other agencies to upgrade streetlight 
equipment and integrate smart technologies. 

The Village may consider making a similar transition to LED lighting in the Business Park in the 
future. However, due to the different style of lighting, it would not be possible to replace only 
the lighting fixture. Future transitions to LED street lights in the Business Park will require 
replacement of the entire pole. 
 

 

9. Made a Recycling Search Tool Available on the Village 
Website 
Background 
The Village implemented an online recycling help tool onto the Village website on the Waste & 
Recycling page at elkgrove.org/recycling. The Recycle Coach tool allows anyone to search for an 
item they have and will inform them how that item should be disposed of, with rules specific to 
Elk Grove Village.  

Additionally, a mobile app version of Recycle Coach is available for download on any 
smartphone for free. The mobile app allows users to search by keyword or by uploading an 
image of their item. 

An announcement was made to the community about this feature in the June/July 2025 
Villager newsletter. 

The Recycle Coach tool is made available at no cost to Illinois communities through the Illinois 
Environmental Protection Agency. The materials database is maintained by the Solid Waste 
Agency of Northern Cook County. 

 

What You Can Do 
 Switch to LED lightbulbs. Swapping your CFL and incandescent lights for LED 

lightbulbs helps you reduce your electricity consumption thanks to the high energy 
efficiency of LED lightbulbs. LEDs also last significantly longer than CFL bulbs, saving 
residents money while reducing resource consumption. 

o CFL lightbulbs can be brought to Village Hall for recycling during normal 
business hours. More information is available at elkgrove.org/recycling. 
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Connection to Sustainability 
Environment  Successful proper recycling saves energy and material resources. 

 Contaminated recyclables (garbage mixed in with recyclables) end up in 
landfills. Landfills are limited in volume and creating new ones is 
undesirable, therefore space in landfills should be reserved for truly non-
recyclable materials. 

Economy  This program helps teach the community about how to recycle properly 
and reduce contamination in recyclable materials collection. 

 Contamination in recyclable material (non-recyclable material/garbage 
mixed in with recyclables) increases costs to process the material due to 
rejected loads and the additional labor and maintenance required for 
damaged equipment at sorting facilities, hindering the economic benefits 
to recycling. 

Community  Residents can quickly and easily learn about proper recycling practices 
and common mistakes in their current recycling practices. 

Related 
objectives 
from GRC 
Framework 

 WR21: Educate the community on recycling and composting practices. 
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10. Restoring Stormwater Drainage Ditches in the Business Park 
Background 

In the Business Park, there is an open drainage system comprised of approximately 30 miles of 
ditches located within drainage easements on private property, often along rear or side yards. 
These drainage ditches play a critical role in local stormwater management. Over time, drainage 
ditches in the Village’s Business Park have become overgrown with woody invasive species, 
obstructing flow and reducing their function. 

In 2024, the Village launched a three-year Drainage Ditch Rehabilitation Program to restore and 
improve the ditches located within drainage easements on private property to help ensure the 
long-term function of the open drainage system in the Business Park. The rehabilitation 
program includes removing invasive vegetation and continued spot treatment, planting native 
species, mowing, and identifying erosion issues for future repair. 

Connection to Sustainability 
Environment  These ditches are a vital part of the community’s stormwater 

infrastructure and bringing them back to full function will help prevent 
flooding, reduce erosion, and improve water flow throughout the area. 

Economy  Ensuring stormwater can flow easily through the drainage ditches helps 
prevent flooding and any subsequent damage to commercial and 
industrial property in the Business Park. 

Related 
objectives 
from GRC 
Framework 

 This action addresses sustainability concerns that are beyond the scope of 
the GRC Framework. 
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Future Action Items 
Below are action items that the Village has identified as possible policies to adopt or programs 
to develop that would advance sustainability in the community. Implementation of each action 
item will depend on the availability of resources, technological advancements, or other 
constraints. 

Future action items are not limited to this list. Rather, the items listed below reflect the most 
relevant and feasible possibilities the Village may pursue as of the publication of this plan.  

Policy 
Pursue SolSmart designation 
Background 
SolSmart is a national program designed to recognize municipalities, counties, and regional 
organizations that have made it easier for home and business owners to invest in solar energy. 
There are four tiers to SolSmart designations: Bronze, Silver, Gold, and Platinum. Each tier 
involves a greater number of actions taken and higher involvement by a local government to 
reduce barriers to solar energy investment.  
 
Connection to Sustainability 

Environment  Solar energy is an alternative, renewable source of energy that produces 
no air pollution. Solar energy is a much cleaner source of electricity when 
compared to traditional fossil fuel sources (coal, natural gas, etc.). 

 SolSmart designation would demonstrate that the Village will support 
residents and businesses investing in this type of energy. 

Economy  Actions taken to achieve a SolSmart designation help support the growing 
solar energy industry by making it easier for residents and businesses to 
invest in solar energy. 

 Reducing and eliminating barriers also makes it easier for residents and 
businesses to invest in clean energy. 

Related 
objectives 
from GRC 
Framework 

 ED4: Encourage green innovation among residents and local businesses. 
 E13: Support the adoption of renewable energy technologies in the 

community. 
 E13a: Adopt codes and permitting practices that support renewable 

energy systems in the community. 
 E25: Facilitate the adoption of renewable energy technologies by 

adapting building and zoning codes. 
 L5: Seek recognition for community sustainability achievements. 
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Path to Implementation 
1. Complete a Solar Statement that expresses the Village’s commitment to participate in 

the SolSmart designation process by completing steps to make solar power more 
accessible to residents. 

2. Review current zoning policies and code related to solar panels and determine if 
revisions are needed to make solar more accessible. 

3. Make any necessary changes to current policies to satisfy desired SolSmart designation 
level. 

4. Establish a permit checklist for solar panels and other solar apparatus. 

Factors to Consider 
Level of 
Designation 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 The Village would need to determine what level of designation is the 
most feasible to pursue (Bronze, Silver, Gold, Platinum). Bronze is the 
designation with the smallest number of criteria, while Platinum has 
the most. 

 There is a need to balance what is needed to facilitate investment in 
alternate energy sources while also protecting Village assets, 
operational needs, and community aesthetics. 
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What You Can Do 
 Consider solar energy options like solar panels. Install solar panels on the roof of 

your home or business to harness energy from the sun as a supplement to, or 
substitute for, the electricity your home or business receives from fossil fuel energy 
facilities. Please refer to the Village Zoning Code for regulations on solar panel 
installation or contact the Community Development Department directly. 

o You can find out more about the feasibility of solar energy and potential cost 
savings for your home or business using Google’s Project Sunroof website 
(sunroof.withgoogle.com), which estimates the solar electricity potential at a 
particular address.  

o There are various incentives available to Illinois residents for installing solar 
panels that can help offset the cost of solar panel installation (e.g. Illinois 
Solar for All, Illinois Shines). 

 Prioritize energy efficiency. Adopting energy efficient practices to reduce overall 
energy consumption will reduce your energy footprint and maximize the 
effectiveness of renewable energy. Heating and cooling accounts for about half of 
the energy usage in a home on average, so it is advantageous to focus energy 
efficiency efforts on practices like improving home insulation, installing 
programmable “smart” thermostats, or upgrading to energy-efficient HVAC systems. 
ComEd offers rebates on a variety of energy-efficient equipment for your home 
through their online marketplace. Visit comed.com/homesavings for more 
information. 

 Request an energy audit. ComEd offers free home energy assessments to identify 
areas for energy savings for eligible customers by collecting information about 
energy use and insulation in the home. The energy advisor provides personalized 
recommendations and may install free energy-saving products such as LED lights, 
smart thermostats, and more. Customers can visit eesavings.com or call 1-855-433-
2700 to check their eligibility for an in-home assessment. 

 Look into passive solar heating. When the sun shines into your home or business, it 
heats the air in the building. South-facing windows get the most sun – try taking 
advantage of this natural process to help heat your home by allowing light in through 
south-facing windows and installing heavier curtains to cover north-facing windows.  
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Include native landscaping for 6B tax incentive applicants 
Background 
Cook County offers tax abatement programs to encourage private enterprises to develop in the 
county and maintain and increase job opportunities. As part of the requirements for a Class 6B 
Tax Abatement, applicants must obtain a resolution adopted by the Village of Elk Grove Village 
supporting the application.  

The Village may add inclusion of native landscaping (e.g. native flowers) as a requirement for 
the Village to support a Class 6B Tax Abatement application.  

Connection to Sustainability 
Environment  Native plants and flowers provide food and shelter for local pollinators. 

They also typically require less water and chemicals like pesticides and 
fertilizers to thrive because they are accustomed to local weather 
conditions. 

Economy  Typically, using native plants requires less maintenance than non-native 
plants.  

Community  Requiring native flowers to be included in any new construction or 
renovation eligible for and seeking 6B Property Tax Abatement incentives 
will help beautify the area. 

Related 
objectives 
from GRC 
Framework 

 L30: Increase the quality and amount of sustainable landscaping in the 
community. 

 

Path to Implementation 
1. Develop a list of approved native flowers and plants suitable for landscaping. 
2. Draft policy requiring the use of native flowers and other plants for 6B Tax Abatement 

applicants. 
3. Inform applicants about the new requirement and about native flowers and their 

advantages. 
Factors to Consider 

Level of 
Requirement 

 The Village will need to determine how to evaluate whether a project 
meets the native landscaping requirement and how to communicate 
guidelines on this to applicants.  

Compliance  The Village’s existing compliance mechanism for 6B application 
requirements may need to be adjusted to incorporate long-term 
maintenance of landscaping. 
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Certify Village butterfly gardens with Monarch Watch 
Background 
Monarch Watch is an education, conservation, and research program based at the University of 
Kansas. The program researches the monarch butterfly population and provides the public with 
information to improve understanding of monarch conservation. Monarch Watch established 
the Monarch Waystation Certification program to recognize and validate efforts to create and 
preserve monarch butterfly habitat. 

Connection to Sustainability 
Environment  Creating and maintaining gardens with milkweeds and native flowers 

provides crucial sources of habitat and food to the endangered monarch 
butterfly population. 

Related 
objectives 
from GRC 
Framework 

 The GRC recommends registering monarch gardens with the Million 
Pollinator Garden Challenge, but the Monarch Watch certification 
program holds gardens to a higher standard and was selected instead to 
demonstrate a commitment from the Village to support monarch butterfly 
populations.  

 
Path to Implementation 

1. Verify the current species of plants at each butterfly garden in the community. 
2. Make additions or adjustments to each butterfly garden as needed to ensure they meet 

the criteria for a monarch waystation. 
3. Monitor the gardens over time for any maintenance needs (e.g. weeding). 

 
Factors to Consider 

Level of 
Involvement 

 There are a multitude of monarch butterfly gardens in the community 
and the Village would need to determine how many of those gardens 
to officially certify. Monarch Watch does not require renewal of 
certification once awarded. 

Maintenance  Over time, the monarch gardens would need to be monitored and 
maintained to ensure that the plants continue to thrive and be 
available to the monarch population. Milkweed and other native plants 
are hardy and are expected to return year after year, thus high 
maintenance involvement is unlikely. 
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Infrastructure 
Establish a community garden with rentable plots 
Background 
Community gardens are designated areas in a community that residents can use for gardening.  
These gardens feature several smaller plots of land available for seasonal rental at a low one-
time fee.  

Connection to Sustainability 
Environment  Locally grown vegetables have less air pollution and carbon emissions 

associated with long-distance transportation. 
 No packaging waste is created. 

Community  Increased physical activity through garden maintenance activities. 
 Increased access to fresh, locally grown produce, especially for residents 

who live in apartments or townhomes who do not have space to garden 
at home. 

 Improved mental health: 
o Exposure to nature has stress-relieving effects 
o Harvesting food one has grown themselves presents an 

opportunity for increased self-esteem 
Related 
objectives 
from GRC 
Framework 

 L7: Support local food production by assuring access to affordable land. 
 L17a: Collaborate to provide access to under-utilized land for trails, 

community gardens, and sustainable landscapes. 
 SC18: Support and promote family and community gardens. 

 

 

 

What You Can Do 
 Plant milkweed. Native plants are excellent for providing food and habitat to our 

local pollinators like honeybees, butterflies, and birds. Try planting wildflowers like 
purple coneflower, blue aster, milkweed, or sunflowers. Native wildflowers are much 
easier to care for as well because they have adapted to the local environment!  

 Plant native flowers. Monarch butterflies and other local pollinators like honeybees 
rely on native plants for nectar, their food source. Planting a variety of native flowers 
like milkweed, coneflowers, black-eyed Susan, and asters provides essential food 
sources for butterflies and other pollinators. 
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Path to Implementation 
1. Select a parcel of land to utilize as community garden space 

a. Consider working with the Elk Grove Park District to use space at an existing park 
2. Establish rules and regulations for community garden use 
3. Acquire necessary equipment 
4. Prepare land for gardening 

a. Consider whether to provide a water source, such as a water tank 
b. Construct a fence to enclose plots 
c. Mow grass and till soil to prepare land for planting 
d. Divide land into smaller plots and create markers 

5. Open registration to residents 
6. Maintain garden area during growing season 

Factors to Consider 
Level of Service  The Village will need to determine what the level of service for the 

garden should be and what resources are needed to provide that. 
Parking and 
Accessibility 

 The selected site should have adequate parking on-site or in close 
proximity, and ideally should be reasonably accessible by biking or 
walking. 

Cost  Typically, there is a fee associated with renting community garden 
plots. The Village would need to determine an appropriate fee level in 
accordance with the costs associated with maintaining the garden area 
and any associated services. 

Interagency 
Cooperation 

 The Village may consider a partnership with the Elk Grove Park District. 
 Community gardens in surrounding communities are hosted by a park 

district (ex: Schaumburg, Des Plaines, Arlington Heights) or by a 
municipality’s Parks & Recreation department.  

 

 

What You Can Do 
 Try growing your own vegetables! Homegrown vegetables have a lower impact on 

the environment – they don’t need to be transported so there is no additional air 
pollution from trucks or airplanes. Vegetables grown at home also don’t need to be 
packaged in the plastic store-bought vegetables often come in.  

 Compost your food waste. Composting helps to divert organic waste away from 
landfills, reducing the amount of waste that contributes to landfill overflow and 
methane gas generation in landfills. You can also use your compost to enrich and 
fertilize soil to grow more food! 

 For more information on how you can compost at home, visit the Village website at 
elkgrove.org/recycling! 
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Install permeable pavers on sidewalks and public parking lots 
Background 
Permeable pavement is made from porous material that allows stormwater to flow through it. 
Permeable pavers are bricks that have wider joints (more space between them) that allow 
stormwater to flow between the bricks and into the soil. These pavers can be used in the same 
ways as traditional pavers, such as parking lots or patios. 

Connection to Sustainability 
Environment  Help manage stormwater runoff by allowing water to pass through the 

surface and into the ground. This reduces the burden on stormwater 
drainage systems. 

 Permeable pavers filter large pollution particles as water passes through 
the material, preventing contaminants from entering groundwater and 
waterways. 

 Allow groundwater recharging by facilitating the natural absorption of 
stormwater into the soil, which helps replenish local aquifers. 

Economy  Creating more stormwater management projects can be an opportunity 
to generate new revenue by stormwater credit trading through the 
Metropolitan Planning Council’s StormStore. 

Community  Permeable pavers help reduce the risk of flooding, which can help prevent 
waterborne diseases and reduce the spread of pollutants. 

 Village-owned permeable pavers serve as an example for residents and 
businesses and increases visibility of green infrastructure solutions. 

Related 
objectives 
from GRC 
Framework 

 W22: Implement green infrastructure best management practices on 
municipal properties. 

 W22a: Build or retrofit paved surfaces with permeable materials. 
 W23: Encourage residents and businesses to adopt green infrastructure 

practices. 
 W56: Educate the community on benefits and practices of green 

infrastructure. 
 SC52: Promote green building practices to residents, businesses, and 

developers.  
 

Path to Implementation 
1. Identify suitable/feasible areas for permeable pavers. Each potential site would need to 

go through an engineering review process. 
2. Demonstrate long-term viability by identifying and tracking success of similar projects in 

the area. 
3. Acquire pavers and determine a construction plan. 
4. Maintain permeable pavers over time. 
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Factors to Consider 

Maintenance  Permeable pavers require specific maintenance such as using rubber 
bladed snowplows (to prevent damage) and regular vacuuming (to 
collect loose filler chips). 

Location  Permeable pavers are best suited for areas with light traffic and low 
speeds such as parking lots and sidewalks. 

Perception  The Village has experienced challenges with brick pavers on roads and 
may encounter public perception issues related to maintenance and 
longevity. The Village should carefully select locations that will benefit 
from green stormwater infrastructure without disrupting vehicle and 
pedestrian traffic. 

 

 

 

Continue to construct bicycle network improvements 
Background 
In 2015, the Village adopted a Bike Plan that outlined various recommendations to act as a 
guide for the future of bicycling in Elk Grove Village, much like this Sustainability Action Plan will 
act as a guide for future sustainability efforts. Proposed routes included in the original Bike Plan 
were updated in 2022 to better reflect existing, planned, and future bicycle improvement 
projects in the community. The adopted changes to the proposed bicycle routes help the 

What You Can Do 
 Use permeable pavers on your property. Permeable pavers allow rainwater to filter 

through a patio, driveway, etc., which helps prevent flooding. They also reduce 
surface runoff, which helps prevent erosion and sediment buildup in nearby 
waterways. 

 Plant a rain garden. A rain garden is a landscaped area designed to capture and 
absorb rainwater runoff from impervious surfaces like roofs, driveways, and 
sidewalks. Rain gardens typically feature native plants and help to reduce flooding 
and filter out pollutants in the rainwater. 

 Collect rainwater in a rain barrel. A rain barrel is a large container designed to collect 
and store rainwater from rooftops via gutters and downspouts. You can conserve 
water by collecting rainwater that can be reused for outdoor activities like gardening, 
landscaping, and washing cars. Rain barrels are permitted in Elk Grove Village, but 
they must be stored in the rear or side yard of a property. They must also be 
constructed and maintained to prevent stagnant water. 
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Village qualify for grant funding that supports improvements to the bicycle network in and 
around the community. 

Since the adoption of the 2015 Bike Plan and 2022 Bike Plan Route Update, the Village has 
completed a multitude of bicycle-pedestrian access improvement projects. One of the most 
notable recent projects was the completion of an 8-foot-wide sidepath along Meacham Road 
from I-390 to Texas Street in 2023, which connects to the new sidepath along Biesterfield Road. 
See Appendix A for more information. 

The Village intends to continue planning and implementing bicycle network improvements 
throughout the community according to the 2015 Bike Plan and 2022 Route Update as grant 
funding and other resources become available. 

Connection to Sustainability 
Environment  Improved bicycle networks can encourage more people to bike instead of 

using their cars, which leads to reduced air pollution. 
Economy  People tend to shop closer to home when traveling by bike. Improving the 

bicycle network in the community can attract more people to travel by 
bike within the area, which in turn may attract more individuals to spend 
their dollars within the local economy.  

Community  Bicycling is a form of physical activity. Greater physical activity can reduce 
various health risks. Improving the bicycle network, therefore, provides 
the opportunity for improved physical health to the local community. 

Related 
objectives 
from GRC 
Framework 

 M3: Implement recommendations from the bicycle and pedestrian plan. 

 

Path to Implementation 
1. Continue to monitor the existing bike and pedestrian infrastructure. 
2. Identify opportunities to implement improvements. 
3. Pursue funding for infrastructure improvements. 
4. Carry out improvement projects. 

 
Factors to Consider 

Funding  Large-scale infrastructure improvements are costly. The Village intends 
to seek grant funding for continued bicycle network improvements. 

Community 
Demand 

 The Village would need to balance community demand for such 
improvements with timeline feasibility and resource availability to 
prioritize future infrastructure improvements.  
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Operations 
Establish a recycling cart tagging pilot program 
Background 
The Recycling Cart Tagging program involves visually inspecting materials in residential recycling 
carts within a designated area and attaching a paper tag that informs the resident how they 
properly or improperly recycled.  Data about common recycling mistakes is collected as part of 
the tagging process. This data is then used to guide recycling education efforts.  

A pilot Recycling Cart Tagging program was executed by the Solid Waste Agency of Northern 
Cook County in May 2022 in Barrington, Evanston, and Mount Prospect. Principal findings of the 
pilot program included that there was a general decline in the number of tags marking 
improper recycling each week during the program. Data on the most common improperly 
recycled items was collected and used to make specific, targeted recycling guidelines and 
outreach for the participating communities. The proposed Recycling Cart Tagging program for 
Elk Grove Village would closely reflect the pilot program conducted by SWANCC. The full report 
on this pilot program is available on the SWANCC website (swancc.org). 

Connection to Sustainability 
Environment  Contaminated recyclables end up in landfills. Landfills are limited in 

volume and creating new ones is undesirable, therefore space in landfills 
should be reserved for truly non-recyclable materials. 

What You Can Do 
 Ride your bike! Choosing to ride a bike instead of driving, if you can, is not only 

beneficial to your physical health, but it’s better for the environment. Enjoy the new 
improvements to the bicycle path network in Elk Grove Village next time you need to 
pick up a few groceries or borrow a book from the library. 

 Avoid idling your car. If you are parked for more than a minute, please turn your car 
off while you wait and turn it on when you’re ready to drive again. Idling your vehicle 
(the engine is on and the vehicle is not in motion) wastes gasoline and releases 
unnecessary air pollution that is harmful to our health, especially for children. 

 Carpool when possible. Electing to carpool to a destination saves on fuel and reduces 
air pollution compared to driving somewhere alone.  

 Choose hybrid or electric vehicles. Next time you are looking to purchase a vehicle, 
consider choosing a hybrid or electric vehicle. These vehicles are more fuel-efficient 
than gasoline-powered vehicles and produce less or no tailpipe emissions, resulting 
in cost savings for drivers and cleaner air for all. 
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 Successful recycling saves on energy and material resources. 
Economy  Contamination in recyclable material (non-recyclable material/garbage 

mixed in with recyclables) increases costs to process the material due to 
rejected loads and the additional labor and maintenance required for 
damaged equipment at sorting facilities, hindering the economic benefits 
to recycling. 

 This program would educate the community on how to reduce 
contamination in recyclable materials. 

Community  Residents would learn about proper recycling practices and common 
mistakes in current recycling practices. 

Related 
objectives 
from GRC 
Framework 

 WR21: Educate the community on recycling and composting practices. 

 

Path to Implementation 
1. Select a small area to conduct a pilot program. 
2. Coordinate with waste hauler to determine schedule, as inspection must occur prior to 

waste pickup. 
3. Communicate with residents within the study area about the process and give an initial 

opportunity to opt out of the program: 
a. Use mailers, door hangers, and digital forms of communication 

4. Train staff on recycling contamination and the inspection process. 
5. Staff will conduct visual inspections of recycling cart contents for all participating 

residences in the study area 
a. Open lid 
b. Identify any recycling contaminants 
c. Attach a notice slip to the recycling cart that indicates if recycling was done 

correctly or not. If not, the slip will indicate what was done incorrectly 
d. Collect data on contaminants present in recycling cart for later review 

6. Review data collected from inspections and determine the most common forms of 
contamination in recycling bins. 

7. Use findings to tailor recycling education and address most common forms of 
contamination to increase awareness. 

Factors to Consider 
Perception and 
communication 

 Seeing a person look through one’s recycling may be perceived as a 
privacy issue. Communications about this program would need to be 
very clear and easy to understand to prevent misunderstandings about 
the scope and intention about the program. 
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 The Village may consider including translated versions of these 
communications in the most common languages spoken in the 
community (e.g., Spanish, Polish) to prevent misunderstandings due to 
language barriers. 

Time  The Village would need to determine the length of time for this study 
and the frequency of inspections (e.g.: the study lasts one month and 
inspections are conducted once a week, every week during the study 
period). 

Participation  Some residents may not want to participate in this study. Residents will 
be able to opt out of the program at any time.  

 

Expand virtual services and implement electronic processes 
Background 
Some Village services still rely on paper for various application and petition processes, like 
business licenses, business vehicle licenses, petitions to the Plan Commission, etc. Digitizing 
paper forms and processes reduces paper consumption and can result in improved data 
tracking and record-keeping. 

Connection to Sustainability 
Environment  Transitioning to virtual services in place of paper reduces paper waste, 

which reduces the Village’s impact on the number of trees milled for 
paper. 

Economy  Using virtual services instead of paper can reduce operational costs from 
printing and storage, and offer benefits such as improved efficiency. 

Community  Increasing availability and convenience of virtual services saves residents 
time from needing to make the trip to Village Hall. 

 Virtual services also save car trips for residents who will go online instead 
of visiting in-person, saving on the potential gas consumption for that trip. 

Related 
objectives 
from GRC 
Framework 

 This action addresses sustainability concerns that are beyond the scope of 
the GRC Framework. 

 

Path to Implementation 
1. Identify processes that still largely rely on paper and can be digitized. 
2. Determine needs and requirements for the process to be digitized 

a. Redesign process if necessary 
3. Assess IT infrastructure capability and choose appropriate software solutions. 
4. Pilot new digital process to test reliability, ease of use, and quality of service. 
5. Deploy full system and monitor performance. 
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Factors to Consider 
Archiving 
Requirements 

 Some paper processes may be required to remain due to historical 
archiving requirements from the State of Illinois and Cook County. 

Software  Specialized software may be available for specific paper processes, 
making it easier to transition a paper process to a digital one. In cases 
where such software does not exist, staff must develop a means to 
digitize processes using existing software available to the Village. 

Community  Community members may be accustomed to paper processes, and the 
transition for the user will need to be taken into account as part of the 
implementation process. 

 

Transition the municipal fleet to electric and hybrid vehicles 
Background 
Hybrid vehicles offer improved fuel efficiency and cost savings for drivers. These vehicles are 
powered by a traditional gas-powered combustion engine which works with an electric motor 
that stores energy in batteries. The energy is generated by the combustion engine and through 
regenerative braking. The Village currently operates a small number of hybrid vehicles within its 
fleet. Additionally, electric vehicles (EV), vehicles powered by batteries alone, are becoming 
increasingly popular for their energy efficiency and lower impact on the atmosphere compared 
to traditional gas-powered vehicles.  

The Village is exploring the potential of expanding the use of hybrid vehicles and possibly 
adding electric vehicles to its fleet in the future. 

Connection to Sustainability 
Environment  Electric vehicles produce zero tailpipe emissions, reducing their impact on 

the atmosphere. 
 Hybrid vehicles produce fewer emissions compared to traditional gas-

powered vehicles, resulting in a lower environmental impact on the 
atmosphere. 

Economy  The increasing popularity of electric vehicles stimulates the economy 
through innovation and job creation.  

 Electric vehicles generally cost less to fuel and maintain, lowering the 
operating costs for the Village and for individual EV owners. 

 Hybrid vehicles combine a traditional gas-powered engine with an electric 
motor to create superior fuel efficiency. Hybrid vehicles use less gasoline 
because of the higher-efficiency system, which generates cost savings. 

Community  Electric and hybrid vehicles can improve community health by reducing 
air pollution, and are also quieter than traditional gas-powered vehicles. 
Both traits can improve quality of life for residents. 
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Related 
objectives 
from GRC 
Framework 

 MO14d: Migrate fleet to alternate fuel vehicles. 

 
Path to Implementation – Electric Vehicles 

1. Evaluate current fleet and identify vehicles suitable for replacement with electric 
vehicles or hybrid vehicles. 

2. Determine which vehicles can be replaced with electric vehicles or hybrid vehicles. 
3. Assess municipal facilities for charging locations and electrical infrastructure needs. 
4. Select and procure appropriate electric vehicle or hybrid models. 
5. Begin with a pilot program to test and assess performance. 

 

Factors to Consider 
Use Case 
Constraints 

 Electric vehicles have more constraints on the types of use cases 
appropriate for them. There are charging time requirements, driving 
distance limits, etc. Based on the current circumstances, vehicles 
used for light-duty/administrative purposes are most appropriate for 
electric vehicles. 

Availability 
(Supply) 

 Vehicles are experiencing supply chain issues which can result in 
delays or lengthy fulfillment times for acquiring new vehicles.  

Availability 
(Class/Type) 

 While there are a myriad of hybrid vehicle options and an increasing 
number of electric vehicle options for light-duty vehicle types, there 
are limited options for medium- and heavy-duty vehicle types such 
as fire trucks or plow trucks. However, as technology continues to 
advance, more vehicle types are becoming available in hybrid and/or 
electric models. 

Maintenance  Hybrid and electric vehicles require special maintenance. Village fleet 
mechanics would need to be specially trained in electric vehicle 
maintenance before the Village would acquire any electric vehicles. 
Village fleet mechanics are currently trained in hybrid vehicle 
maintenance and thus would be prepared to maintain hybrid 
vehicles added to the fleet. 

Electrical Grid 
Capacity 

 Electric vehicle charging would place additional burden on the 
electrical system at Village facilities. The Village would need to plan 
for upgrades to facilities’ electrical system supply and capacity. 

Fire Safety  Fires involving electric vehicles and charging stations are difficult to 
put out, as with all fires involving batteries and electricity. The Elk 
Grove Village Fire Department trains its firefighters on how to handle 
these types of incidents and has acquired equipment specific to 
respond to such an incident, should it occur. This technology is still 
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very new, and the Fire Department will need to continue to monitor 
the best approaches to electric vehicle safety. 

 

 

Consider a community solar program to power municipal 
facilities 
Background 
Community solar systems, also known as shared solar systems, are solar power energy systems 
that allow multiple participants to benefit from the electrical energy produced by a single solar 
panel array. These “community solar projects” are typically constructed on a property separate 
from any of the participants’ properties. Participants can purchase energy produced from the 
solar panel array to replace the energy they typically receive from a fossil fuel-based power 
plant, typically shown as a discount on their electricity bill.  

There are a multitude of community solar projects in Illinois and more are being constructed. 
The Village could explore becoming part of one to source electricity used for municipal facilities 
from a clean, renewable energy source. 

Connection to Sustainability 
Environment  Solar energy produces less air pollution than fossil fuel-based energy 

like coal or natural gas power plants. 
Economy  Joining a community solar program costs less than installing solar 

panels on your own property. 
 Local solar projects can create jobs in installation, maintenance, and 

operations, contributing to the local economy. 
Related 
objectives from 
GRC Framework 

 E14: Procure renewable energy for public facilities. 

 

Path to Implementation 
1. Evaluate current energy needs. 
2. Research community solar programs and other solar options and evaluate compatibility 

with existing infrastructure and utility agreements. 
3. Issue Request for Proposals or similar means of negotiation and acquisition, depending 

on needs identified. 
4. Monitor energy production and use from solar. 
5. Report on the outcome of joining the community solar program and communicate any 

resulting benefits to the public. 
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Factors to Consider 

Coordination 
with Utilities 

 The Village would need to coordinate with its utility provider to ensure 
including solar power in its energy sources is possible and ensure 
smooth interconnection. 

Availability of 
Community 
Solar Projects  

 Joining a community solar project will depend on the availability of 
projects accepting subscribers and if they project is able to accept the 
Village and its facilities. 

Energy 
Production 
Variability 

 Solar energy production does depend on weather conditions. 
Variations in production may cause inconsistencies in the availability of 
solar energy. 

 

Communication & Outreach 
Create and maintain a sustainability page on the Village website 
Background 
The Village of Elk Grove Village has an official website (elkgrove.org) that hosts information 
relevant to residents. On the Village’s website, there are various pages related to sustainability 
topics, but they are scattered throughout the website, and some are difficult to find. The 
sustainability page would be a single section on the Village’s website that would host 
sustainability-related information in one central location.  

Connection to Sustainability 
Environment  This page would:  

o provide a central location for sustainability information, with links 
to existing environmental education pages on various topics 
throughout the Village website  

o host future environmental education information 
o direct residents to pages about environmentally-friendly Village 

services (such as online water billing and monitoring, waste and 
recycling services, etc.) 

o showcase environmentally friendly Village efforts, including access 
to the Sustainability Report and Sustainability Action Plan 

Community  Increases visibility of sustainability-related information by making it easier 
to find. 

Related 
objectives 
from GRC 
Framework 

 SC35: Educate the community about sustainability initiatives using 
existing municipal communication outlets. 
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Path to Implementation 
1. Compile all sustainability-related information currently on the Village’s website and any 

new information to add. 
2. Format and edit information to make it easy to navigate and understand 
3. Use the website hosting software to design a new page and post the new content 

a. Where applicable, use the webpage to direct users to existing pages about a 
given topic. For example, the pre-existing Waste & Recycling page with the 
Recycle Coach search tool and other safe disposal information. 

 
Factors to Consider 

Maintenance  The Village would need to designate a specific employee to monitor 
the sustainability webpage on a regular basis to ensure all information 
on the webpage remains up to date. 

Ease of use  The sustainability page should be easy to use, and any information 
should be conveyed in a way that is easy to understand. 

 

Expand the Green Grove campaign to include public actions 
Background 
Green action education involves informing residents of environmentally-friendly actions 
(“green actions”) that can be taken at home. The Green Grove campaign could be expanded to 
not only inform the public of Village actions, but to also provide residents of all ages 
opportunities to make informed decisions that help protect and improve the environment and 
its resources. For example, the Village could have a regular column or article in the monthly 
newsletter that discusses environmentally-friendly activities residents can participate in at 
home. 

Connection to Sustainability 
Environment  Expanding existing environmental education efforts can bring more 

awareness to environment and sustainability issues, which helps foster 
environmentally-conscious actions in the public. 

 Small green actions by a large group can have a significant cumulative 
impact on the environment over time. 

Economy  Many environmentally-conscious actions also save money for individuals 
and organizations by reducing waste, energy consumption, etc. 

Community  Some environmentally-conscious actions also benefit public health by 
reducing air and water pollution, for example. 

Related 
objectives 

 E30: Partner with electric and gas utilities to promote energy efficiency 
programs to the community. 
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from GRC 
Framework 

 E31: Promote the use of ENERGY STAR certified appliances and 
equipment. 

 E33: Collaborate to educate the community about clean energy options. 
 L39: Educate the community about the value of trees, native and 

sustainable landscaping. 
 M34: Encourage residents to walk and bike. 
 M37: Educate the community on the negative impacts of car idling. 
 SC45: Encourage the community to participate in sustainability initiatives 

and events. 
 SC52: Promote green building practices to residents. 
 WR21: Educate the community on recycling and composting practices. 
 WR22: Educate the community to reduce waste by consuming less and 

reusing. 
 WR23: Discourage fly dumping and littering. 
 W50: Educate and support the community to conserve water. 
 W51: Educate the community on the value of clean and safe drinking 

water. 
 W52: Promote tap water over bottled water. 
 W53: Educate the community on practices that reduce contamination of 

water resources. 
 W55: Educate customers about public water supply and wastewater 

operations through media and events. 
 W56: Educate customers on benefits and practices of green 

infrastructure. 
 W57: Educate and support the community in preparing for and managing 

floods. 
 

Path to Implementation  

1. Research and select topics for communication efforts. 
2. Create a communications plan or schedule to ensure regular communication. 
3. Create and publish newsletter articles, social media posts, and/or EGTV programming 

about various sustainability topics. 

Factors to Consider 
Accessibility  Green action education communications should be written and presented 

in a way that is easy to understand for the general public. For example, 
avoiding jargon (topic-specific, technical language) and using visual 
elements, where possible, improves understanding. 

Credibility  The Village would ensure that any actions shared are proven to be 
beneficial by a reputable source (e.g., energy efficiency tips from the U.S. 
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Department of Energy, benefits of walking according to the American 
Heart Association). 

 

Expand environmental education activities at Village events 
Background 
At the Village’s annual Play, Picnic, Party event, there are two activities sponsored by the Village 
with environmental education elements. The Pot-A-Plant activity allows children to plant a 
flower in soil, take it home, and watch it grow over time. The petting zoo activity provides 
children with a closer look at various animal species. Additionally, there is a water trailer 
available for attendees to fill up their water bottles on-site. The Village could distribute 
information about the benefits of pollinators, plants, etc., as part of the highly popular “Pot-A-
Plant” activity. The Village could also introduce a recycling-related activity where children can 
attempt to correctly identify if items are recyclable, or another other environment-related 
activity. 

Connection to Sustainability 
Environment  Teaching children about the environment can help them develop 

sustainable habits and/or an interest in environmental issues. 
 The water trailer helps to reduce single-use plastic waste at the event. 

Community  Provides an opportunity for recreation and learning to the community at 
no cost to residents. 

Related 
objectives 
from GRC 
Framework 

 SC13: Support balanced, active play for families 
 SC37: Use community festivals, lectures, workshops and other events to 

share information about sustainability 

 

Path to Implementation 
1. Identify opportunities for environmental education in existing activities at Village 

events. 
2. Brainstorm new possible activities to introduce to Village events. 
3. Train staff to facilitate an activity or identify a third-party organization that can provide 

the service. 

 

Factors to Consider 
Suitability  Additional environmental education activities at Village events should be 

suited to the general event and be entertaining and/or have a functional 
purpose for attendees to attract interest to the activity. 

 



 

36 
 

Celebrate Earth Day in the community 
Background 
Earth Day is an annual event celebrated worldwide on April 22 that began in 1970 to raise 
awareness and demonstrate support for environmental protection. The Village may consider 
participating in and promoting Earth Day to demonstrate its commitment to environmental 
stewardship and encourage residents to celebrate Earth Day as well. 

The Village has previously joined a pre-existing Earth Day event in the Elk Grove community: 
the Elk Grove Village Public Library’s “Earth Fair”. Various environmentally-oriented 
organizations in the local area participate by giving presentations and/or having a display table 
with a representative present to share information about easy, everyday ways to help the 
environment. The Village presented at a display table with information about proper recycling 
practices and supporting the monarch butterfly population. In the future, the Village may 
present about the quality of municipal tap water, and/or sustainability initiatives outlined in the 
Village Sustainability Report at future similar events.  

Connection to Sustainability 
Environment  Distributing sustainability-related information brings more awareness to 

environment and sustainability issues. 
 Knowledge about environmental issues is the first limiting factor for 

environmentally-friendly behavior; if people don’t know about an issue, 
they cannot intentionally adjust their habits . 

Community  Provides an opportunity for recreation and learning to the community at 
no cost to residents. 

Related 
objectives 
from GRC 
Framework 

 L38: Engage the community in programs and special events to celebrate 
nature, such as Arbor Day and Earth Day. 

 SC50: Host environmentally-focused event(s). 

 
Path to Implementation 

1. Determine what kind of activity to facilitate and/or information to share at the Earth 
Fair event or other event. 

2. Identify and train staff to facilitate activities. 

Factors to Consider 
Level of 
Involvement 

 The Village would need to determine the scale or level at which to be 
involved in Earth Day. 

Staff  Availability of staff significantly knowledgeable about environmental topics 
would partly determine the type and scale of an Earth Day celebration. 
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Appendix 
Appendix A – Initial Public Comments 
As part of the development for this Sustainability Action Plan, the Village solicited feedback 
from residents through an online form on the Village website from 2022-2024. Residents were 
asked for suggestions about how the Village can become a more sustainable community. 

Summarized public comments are listed below, accompanied by notes from staff. 

Comment Staff Notes 
Improve and increase the amount of bike 
paths in Elk Grove, because riding a bike in the 
community typically means riding on the 
street or a sidewalk. 

The Village is committed to improving the 
bicycle path network in the community and 
has created and updated a Bike Plan 
focused on providing safe and convenient 
routes for bicyclists to reach common 
destinations in and near Elk Grove Village. 
 
Since the establishment of the 2015 Bike 
Plan, the Village has completed several 
bicycle network improvement projects, and 
has refocused those efforts with the 2022 
Bike Plan Route Update.  
 
A recent notable project is the completion 
of an 8-foot-wide sidepath along the 
eastern side of Meacham Road from Texas 
Street to I-390 in 2023. This sidepath 
connects to the Biesterfield Road 6- to 8-
foot-wide sidepath which runs from 
Michigan Lane to Robin Drive, much of 
which was constructed in 2021. Pedestrian 
improvements to these main thoroughfares 
makes crossing safer and improves 
connectivity to the community bicycle and 
pedestrian bridge over I-290. Grant funding 
for these two projects totaled just over $1.5 
million. 
 
Additionally, the new widened and 
elongated Clearmont Pedestrian Bridge and 
upcoming bridge across Arlington Heights 

Concern that the Village bike plan has been 
defined simply to "check a box" instead of to 
make Elk Grove more bike friendly.  
Spending money on one bridge, as defined in 
the Sustainability Report (Clearmont Bridge 
Replacement) uses funds that could be used 
to expand the existing bike trails.  
 
Apply for Bicycle Friendly Community 
designation from the League of American 
Bicyclists 
(https://www.bikeleague.org/community) 
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Road provide a safe means of crossing for 
pedestrians and bicyclists alike.  
 
Improvements to the pedestrian and bicycle 
network in the community also include an 8-
foot-wide multi-use path on Oakton Street 
(Bonnie Lane to Crossen Avenue), a radar 
detection system to trigger traffic lights for 
bicycles at the Ridge Avenue and Devon 
Avenue intersection, and new safe crossing 
connections to Busse Woods, among others. 
 
The Village intends to continue making 
bicycle network improvements as outlined 
in the 2015 Bike Plan and its 2022 Route 
Update and beyond, including an 8-foot-
wide multi-use path through the Tonne 
Road median, a northbound extension of 
the sidepath along Meacham Road, and a 
multi-use path along Elmhurst Road and 
Busse Road. 

Encourage sustainable transportation, such as 
walking and biking, to residents and those 
who work in and visit EGV. Making it safer for 
adults and children to travel on foot or by bike 
can have a positive impact on individual 
health, community health and the air we 
breathe.  

As part of the Village’s future 
communications to encourage 
environmentally-friendly behaviors like 
walking and bicycling, the Village will plan to 
include safety tips for pedestrians, bicyclists, 
and motorists to ensure a safer shared 
roadway. 
 
Recent and future infrastructure 
improvements including widened sidepaths 
and pedestrian bridges contribute to 
improved pedestrian and bicyclist safety. 

Add more signage for automobile drivers to 
watch for bikers to make the Village more bike 
friendly.  

The Village will plan to add information 
about bicyclist awareness and rules of the 
road when communicating about bicycling 
in the community. 
 
Residents are encouraged to report any 
reckless driving directly to the Elk Grove 
Village Police Department by calling 9-1-1. 

Establish a bike parking zoning ordinance for 
new development and re-development within 
EGV boundaries 

The new Zoning Code that was adopted in 
January 2024 includes requirements for new 
developments constructed within the Multi-
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Family, Business, Office, and ITC Zoning 
Districts to provide designated bicycle 
parking spaces.  
 
Under the new Zoning Code, properties with 
25 or more parking spaces must also 
provide 4 bicycle parking spaces at 
minimum, and at a rate of 1 bicycle parking 
space per 25 vehicle parking spaces. 
Properties may be required to have up to a 
maximum of 10 bicycle parking spaces.  
 
(See section 4-2-M of the Elk Grove Village 
Zoning Code.) 

Offer incentives to promote walking and 
biking for short trips (less than 2 miles) and to 
Village events such as the Summer Concert 
Series, Rotary Fest, Oktoberfest, etc.  

Many people walk and bike to Village 
events. The Village is focused on ensuring 
safe routes to do so by ensuring there is 
infrastructure in place to allow residents 
and visitors to be able to choose walking 
and biking as modes of transportation. 

Concern that extreme pruning of the Village 
trees might be harmful to the trees and 
dependent wildlife. Many of these trees are 
pruned to the point of only the top few layers 
of branches are left.  

The Public Works Department within the 
Village has a Forestry Team with certified 
arborists on staff who carefully monitor the 
health of the tree canopy within the 
community.  
 
Trees are trimmed according to American 
National Standards Institute tree pruning 
standards (ANSI A300), which are 
performance standards for sound tree care 
practices. 
 
If you have concerns about specific parkway 
trees, please contact the Public Works 
Department directly at 847-734-8800 or 
online at elkgrove.org/contactus. 
 

Encourage local businesses to install electric 
car charging stations. 

The Village is open to private investment in 
electric car charging stations. Any electric 
car charging stations at the Pavilion or the 
Library would need to be installed by the Elk 
Grove Park District and the Elk Grove Village 
Public Library, respectively. 
 

Install electric car charging stations on public 
properties, e.g. at the Pavilion or library.  
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Currently, the Village does not experience 
visits from the public that would benefit 
from public charging stations. Residents and 
other customers typically come to Village 
Hall for brief periods of time that do not 
lend themselves to use of charging stations.   

Require all businesses to include native Illinois 
plant species in their landscaping.  

The action item “Include native landscaping 
for 6B tax incentive applicants” in this plan 
was inspired by this suggestion.  

Install pollinator gardens and stop spraying 
parks for weeds. Educate the community on 
pollinator gardens and encourage 
naturalization of lawns. 

The Village has several monarch gardens 
within the community. As part of the 
Village’s future communications to 
encourage environmentally-friendly 
behaviors, the Village can include 
information about pollinator gardens and 
encourage residents to plant more native 
flowers, grasses, etc. 
 
While we appreciate residents’ interest in 
supporting native plants, rewilding is not 
consistent with the community’s desired 
neighborhood appearance. In addition, tall, 
dense vegetation can create conditions that 
attract rodents and other pests, which can 
pose health and safety concerns. 
 
Any inquiries regarding park maintenance 
and care should be directed to the Elk Grove 
Park District.  

Native plant establishment and re-wilding in 
unused or underutilized areas of public-owned 
turf grass. 

Become a certified EPA green power 
community. 

The action item “Consider a community 
solar program to power municipal facilities” 
in this plan addresses part of this 
suggestion. 

Organizations such as the Friends of Cycling in 
Elk Grove and Living Green in Elk Grove Village 
can assist Village staff on sustainability 
initiatives. 

The Village encourages community 
organizations to take on sustainability 
initiatives in the area. Within this plan there 
are several sections calling out actions 
residents can take which support various 
areas of sustainability; community 
organizations can promote these actions 
and others to residents. 
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Appendix B – Implementation Timeframe 
In reviewing the various possible action items, the Village has attempted to categorize the 
actions within an implementation timeframe based on the expected amount of resources and 
level of complexity required.  Below is a chart providing this categorization for reference. Please 
be aware that the categorization of these action items is a rough estimate and not an exact 
schedule or guarantee of completion. The implementation of each item will ultimately depend 
on resource availability and other constraints. 

Action Term Length 
Pursue SolSmart designation Medium Term 
Include native landscaping for 6B tax 
incentive applicants 

Short Term 

Certify Village butterfly gardens with 
Monarch Watch 

Short Term 

Establish a community garden with rentable 
plots 

Medium Term 

Install permeable pavers on sidewalks and 
public parking lots 

Long Term 

Continue to construct bicycle network 
improvements 

Ongoing 

Establish a recycling cart tagging pilot 
program 

Short Term 

Expand virtual services and implementation 
of electronic processes 

Short Term 

Transition municipal fleet to electric and 
hybrid vehicles 

Long Term 

Consider a community solar program to 
power municipal facilities 

Medium Term 

Create and maintain a sustainability page on 
the Village website 

Short Term 

Expand the Green Grove campaign to include 
public actions 

Short Term 

Expand environmental education activities at 
Village events 

Medium Term 

Celebrate Earth Day in the community Medium Term 
 


