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New Gateway Sign
Earlier this summer the Village erected a new gateway sign 
along I-290 at the Devon Avenue Bridge (pictured right).  
This fall, the Village will install a similar gateway sign at 
Arlington Heights Road and I-90. 

The gateway signs throughout the Village are a part of  the 
Village’s ongoing efforts to modernize our community. 
Community branding efforts such as this are an important 
part of  how the Village distinguishes itself  from other 
communities to attract new businesses and redevelopment 
in order to keep our community strong.

Election Season Signage
Election season is here! Please be aware that campaign signs 
are not allowed on parkway areas and must be kept on private 
property.

Per Village code, signs cannot exceed six (6) feet per side and 
thirty-six (36) square feet of  total sign area. 
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Elk Grove Village Cares’ Opioid Strategy Shows Early Signs of 
Progress
Just two months after introducing a comprehensive, community-based 
approach to tackle opioid addiction in Elk Grove Village, the program is 
gaining traction locally and nationally.  

On July 2, Elk Grove Village Cares placed its first addict who sought help 
from the police into a recovery facility.  A woman contacted the Village 
Police Department seeking to be placed at an addiction and recovery facility. She had learned about the Village’s new 
approach to help addicts through social media.  

The woman who grew up in Elk Grove Village and recently moved away, told police that she had been trying to enter 
a program on her own but had been unsuccessful.  So, she reached out to the Elk Grove Village Police Department.  
An officer met with her and arranged for her to be admitted into a treatment program at SHARE-Leyden Family 
Services. SHARE, an Elk Grove Village Cares treatment partner, is a not-for-profit alcohol, drug and gambling 
rehabilitation facility located in Hoffman Estates.  SHARE provides counseling, mental health, substance abuse and 
social support services that strengthen individuals, families and communities.

Since that time, three more Elk Grove individuals have been placed in specialized treatment for addiction through 
the Elk Grove Village Cares program. 

“We are gratified to see this early success for Elk Grove Village Cares, but it’s far too early to call it a victory,” said 
Mayor Craig Johnson.  “We understand that the road to recovery is a long one and that much hard work lies ahead 
for these individuals, but we are proud that Elk Grove Village Cares was able to serve as the point of  entry for access 
to help.  And, going forward, we will offer our ongoing support for as long as it takes.” 

The program has also garnered attention on the national level.  The United States Department of  Justice, citing the 
program’s potential to be innovative and revolutionary, has invited Elk Grove Village officials to attend national 
conferences to share information about the initiative. 

Elk Grove Police Deputy Chief  Michael Gaspari participated on behalf  of  the Mayor in a panel discussion about 
innovative approaches that communities are taking to respond to the opioid crisis at the National Forum on Criminal 
Justice in Fort Worth, Texas.  Deputy Chief  Gaspari will also represent the Village at upcoming conferences in 
Florida and Alabama to speak about Elk Grove Village Cares and its unique community collaborative approach to 
the criminal justice challenge of  drug addiction. 

“This problem will not be solved by one government agency, one police department, or one treatment provider,” 
said Elk Grove Village Mayor Craig Johnson.  “And so we are honored to have the opportunity to share our ideas 
with others in the criminal justice community who are trying to address the national opioid epidemic.”

Elk Grove Village Cares represents a new approach by police officers that puts compassion first.  Addicts who 
actively seek help via the Elk Grove Village Police Department, will not face arrest or prosecution. Rather, the 
Department will work to place addicts into a recovery program.  And, once a person has been placed, Elk Grove 
Village’s Social Services will conduct ongoing follow up in the following weeks and months to make sure they have 
all the support and resources that they need.

Village officials launched Elk Grove Village Cares last month.  In addition to the new approach to help addicts 
instead of  merely arresting them, the program also includes the placement of  overdose-reversing medication in 
public spaces and public education about the devastating impacts opioid and heroin addiction can have on people, 
families and communities.
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Where Your Property Tax Dollars Go
Over the past several years, the Village of  Elk Grove has focused on reducing expenditures while continuing to deliver the 
highest quality services to our residents and businesses. The 2017 property tax levy (taxes payable in 2018) approved by the 
Village Board includes a slight decrease to the general fund levy. The Village tax rate continues to be a small portion of  the 
overall tax rate.

Property tax bills are comprised of  multiple government agencies, each of  which establishes their own tax levy. Overall, the 
Village comprises approximately 10% of  a typical resident’s property tax bill, with 65-70% of  the bill going toward school 
districts. The remainder of  the property tax bill is made up by Cook County, townships and special taxing districts. 

Even with multiple, independent taxing districts, residents and businesses in Elk Grove Village once again experienced the 
lowest combined property tax rate in northwest Cook County by an average of  nearly $1,168 lower in property taxes than 
comparable communities for the most recent property tax bills.

Elk Grove Village 
$757.26

Elk Grove Park District
$605.81Elk Grove Library 

$276.87

Special Districts
$324.99

Elk Grove Township
$74.15

Cook County
$464.61

Education
$4,747.85

2017 Tax Levy Elk Grove Township 
$300,000 Home, Total Taxes: $7,251.53

Elk Grove Village  
$757.26

Schaumburg Park District 
$605.81

Schaumburg Township Library 
$281.61

Schaumburg Township
$119.90

Cook County
$464.61

Education
$5,672.33

2017 Tax Levy Schaumburg Township
$300,000 Home, Total Taxes: $8,226.50

Special Districts
$324.99

How Does the Village Use Property Tax Dollars?

The property taxes collected by the Village are used to help fund five primary areas: General Fund, Police and Fire Pension 
Funds, Social Security/Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund, and the Debt Service Fund. The table below illustrates how the 
10% portion of  a typical property tax bill received by the Village is utilized:

Service Area Proportion of  the Village’s 10% share of  
the overall Property Tax ($757.26)

Uses of  the Property Tax Revenue 
Received

General Fund $254.67 (33.63%) 
Provides for the general operations of  the 
Village, including police and fire services, 

road maintenance and snow removal.

Police and Fire Pension 
Funds $266.93 (35.25%)

Mandated and regulated by the State of  
Illinois, these funds provide retirement 
benefits to police and fire personnel.

Debt Service Fund $162.05 (21.40%) Covers principle and interest payments on 
the Village’s outstanding bonds.

Social Security/Illinois 
Municipal Retirement 

Fund
$73.08 (0.10%)

Provides for the payment of  the Village’s 
share of  Social Security taxes and non-

union pension costs.
Total $757.26 (100%)



Food 
Bavarian White Bratwurst – 5 Tickets		 One Entree Plate (w/ 3 Sides) - 10 Tickets
Chicken Schnitzel – 5 Tickets			   Two Entree Plate (w/ 3 Sides) - 12 Tickets
Hot Dog – 2 Tickets				    German Potato Salad – 2 Tickets
Pretzel– 3 Tickets				    Strudel – 2 Tickets

Brews 
Cup (14oz)– 4 Tickets
Souveneir Stein (32 oz) – 8 Tickets
Refill (Stein Only) – 7 Tickets

Other Beverages
Copa wine (6 oz) – 4 Tickets			   Root Beer Float (32 Oz Stein) - 6 Tickets
Pepsi Products – 1 Tickets			   Root Beer (32 Oz Stein) -  4 Tickets	

Entertainment
Friday, 9/21- Poloma				    Saturday, 9/22 - Phenix Band

FRI 9/21, 6PM - 11PM & SAT 9/22, 5PM - 11PM
Rotary Green, 164 Lions Drive

BUY TICKETS EARLY & SAVE 20%!  
Online Price: 10 Tickets = $8; Door Price: 10 Tickets = $10  

Ticket Presale ends 9/18/18

www.elkgrove.org/oktoberfest 
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Makers Wanted 
Bahamas Bowl

Elk Grove Village is the title 
sponsor of  the Makers Wanted 
Bahamas Bowl, to be played  on 
December 21, 2018 in Nassau, 
Bahamas. The “Makers Wanted” 
tagline serves as a call-to-
action for the Village’s thriving 
community and the thousands 
of  businesses that are based here. 

The Makers Wanted Bahamas 
Bowl is a NCAA Division I 
Football Bowl Subdivision college football bowl game played annually in Nassau, 
Bahamas, at the 15,000-seat Thomas Robinson Stadium.  

The Village has been advertising “Makers Wanted” for several years as a method of  
attracting manufacturing businesses into the community.  The Makers Wanted Bahamas 
Bowl is a continuation of  that campaign, and will tie into existing marketing materials 
and branding efforts. 

Marketing and branding efforts are an important part of  how the Village distinguishes 
itself  from other communities to attract new businesses and redevelopment in order to 
keep our community modern and strong. 

The Village has been advertising with commercials during Chicago Cubs games and 
on local news shows for several years.  Sponsorship of  a bowl game provided an 
opportunity to move from a successful regional campaign to reach a broader audience. 
For an additional $125,000 the Village is gaining national exposure to showcase our 
Business Park, which generates 80% of  the Village’s revenues. 

This is the first time a non-tourist municipality has ever sponsored a bowl game, and 
the first 24-hours following the sponsorship announcement provided an unbelievable 
response.  News of  the Elk Grove Village Business Park sponsoring a bowl game 
has appeared on radio, television, newspapers and blogs with local, national, and 
international audiences.  

This coverage has brought the Elk Grove Village name to people across the nation and 
beyond, all before the college football season has even begun.  While the campaign has 
only recently launched, the Village will continue to monitor the results of  the campaign.
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Mikerphone Brewing Presents Donation towards Elk Grove 
Youth Committee
Mike Pallen, owner of  Mikerphone Brewing presented a check for over $17,000 to the Elk Grove Youth Committee 
at the Village Board Meeting on Tuesday, June 19. The check represented the proceeds from from “Smells Like a 
Beer Fest”, held outside the brewery on Garlisch Drive in April 2018.   

Elk Grove Village partnered with Mikerphone Brewing to sponsor this fundraising event to help raise funds for 
youth scholarships.  These funds will be used to provide scholarships for students to use towards their first year of  
college education.

Mikerphone Brewing began hosting their annual craft beer festival, previously called “Pale Pauper Day”, two years 
before moving to Elk Grove Village in 2016.  They held the event both to celebrate craft beer and to raise funds for 
causes in the areas. Mikerphone was eager to continue 
this practice at their new location.

Shortly after they opened in the spring of  2017, Mike 
Pallen approached the Village about holding the fest on 
Garlisch Drive outside their brewery, and asked if  the 
Village would be willing to partner to help raise funds 
for a local community organization.  Their 2017 craft 
beer festival raised $10,000 for the installation of  an 
elevator at the Local VFW Hall. 

The Village is thankful to Mikerphone Brewing for 
their continued support of  the community.

New Sealant Program to Restore 
Pavement
This fall the Village plans to apply a preservative sealant to Lively 
Boulevard between Landmeier Road and Higgins Road.  

Pavement deterioration usually begins due to a combination of  traffic 
loads and the effects of  moisture penetrating the pavement. As a 
pavement ages and additional cracking develops, more moisture can 
enter the pavement and accelerate the rate of  deterioration.

Preventative maintenance treatments can extend the life of  a pavement 
when applied to it in good condition. In the effort to be proactive and extend Village’s investment into our roadway 
infrastructure, the Village will be applying a preservative seal (Reclamite) to Lively Boulevard. 

Reclamite is an emulsion of  specific petroleum oils and resins designed to restore the asphalt’s original flexibility 
properties. It helps to seal out moisture from penetrating the pavement. It is recommended to apply the treatment 
at least one year after the roadway has been resurfaced. This treatment has been used successfully by surrounding 
communities to extend pavement life. This section of  Lively Boulevard was resurfaced last summer and is an ideal 
candidate to receive the Village’s first application of  Reclamite.  Village staff  will evaluate the process as Reclamite is 
implemented as part of  the Village’s annual street maintenance program. Travelers may notice the road appear pink 
immediately after the Reclamite is applied. The application dries clear, typically taking between 30-40 minutes. 
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Haas Factory Outlet Expands in Elk Grove Village with a New 
Tech center
Haas Factory Outlet, known as HFO/Chicago,  a division of  
Midwest Machinery Resources, LLC. HFO/Chicago, is an exclusive 
distributor for Haas CNC machine tools and rotary products 
and has served the Northern Illinois and Indiana manufacturing 
community for over 20 years. 

Haas recently celebrated the grand opening of  its new Chicago 
Tech Center, located in the heart of  Elk Grove Village. The Tech 
Center offers 35% more space than their previous Elk Grove 
location, and is equipped with offices, showrooms, and a service and parts department. The expansion was made 
possible with the 6B property tax incentive, which HFO/Chicago was approved for last year.

During the 6B tax incentive process, Tim Taylor, VP and General Manager of  HFO/Chicago, stated that Elk Grove 
Village was tremendously helpful with understanding the requirements to move forward. Haas partnered with Blue 
Water Builders, a construction company located in EGV, who specializes in 6B tax incentive construction projects 
(and was also recently approved for a 6B-approved expansion) to make the construction process smooth.

2018 Made in Elk Grove Manufacturing & Technology Expo
On October 15, 2018, Elk Grove Village will hold its sixth Made in Elk Grove Manufacturing & Technology Expo. 
This year’s Expo will be held at Elk Grove High School.

Manufacturing and industrial companies interested in exhibiting should contact Josh Grodzin, Director of  Business 
Development and Marketing at 847-357-4005 or at jgrodzin@elkgrove.org.

There is no cost for exhibitors or attendees however; in order to exhibit one must be an Elk Grove based 
manufacturing or industrial company. Additionally, attendees must be part of  the manufacturing industry or supply 
chain. 

Exclusive to the manufacturing community, the Expo provides attending manufacturers from around the region a 
unique opportunity to connect, collaborate, and cultivate relationships with local Elk Grove based companies.  

The website www.madeinelkgroveexpo.com has more information on this year’s event as well as a recap of  past 
Expos.
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Strictly Business Podcast
On the September episode of  the Strictly Business Podcast, 
Josh Grodzin talked with Gus Haramaras of  GHP Group 
Inc.

Gus discussed how he got started in business and how 
GHP grew into an international company. Conversation 
also delved into what lessons Gus and his partners learned 
along the way and why they chose Elk Grove Village for 
their most recent expansion project.

GHP Group, Inc. is a leading manufacturing company 
which specializes in electric fireplaces, fireplace glass doors, 
fireplace accessories, electric log sets, portable heating products and barbecue grill products. Their products can be 
found at most major home centers, hardware stores and internet retailers across North America.

The Strictly Business Podcast explores the business community in Elk Grove Village through interviews 
with business owners and industry experts. Episodes focus on themes including business profiles, workforce 
development, innovation, leadership, culture, entrepreneurship, infrastructure, regional economics, and others. 
Topics are discussed in a lively conversational style with industry experts, business owners, and public sector leaders.

There are two ways to listen: 

1. Visit www.egvbizhub.com to hear the latest release and archived editions. 

2. Download the podcast from the Apple iTunes store. Search Elk Grove Village.

If  you have comments or feedback, please email us at strictlybizpodcast@gmail.com.

The Strictly Business Podcast is produced by the Village’s award winning EGTV Channel 6.
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